
Annual Homeowners’ Association Meeting

The annual home owner’s associa-
tion meeting is your opportunity 

to catch up with the Board of Directors 
and find out what projects and items 
are being planned and budgeted for in 
the coming year. It is also your chance 
to offer your opinions and discuss items 
that are important to you that you feel 
the neighborhood as a whole should 
address.

Things to Consider
Does there need to be a quorum at 

the meeting? A quorum is the minimum 
number of homeowners association 
members who must be in attendance to 
conduct an annual meeting and trans-
act business. The presence in person or 
by proxy at a meeting of members enti-
tled to cast thirty percent (30%) of the 
votes of the membership shall constitute 
a quorum at members’ meetings for any 
action except as otherwise provided in 
the Articles of Incorporation, the Dec-
laration, or the Bylaws. At a duly orga-
nized meeting, members present can 
continue to do business until adjourn-
ment even though enough members 
withdraw to leave less than a quorum. 
Decisions that require a vote of the 
members must be made by the concur-
rence of at least two-thirds majority of 

voting interests present, in person or by 
proxy, at a meeting at which a quorum 
has been attained, except for a vote for 
election to the Board of Directors.

All nominations for election to the 
Board of Directors shall be taken from 
the floor at the annual meeting and such 
nominations may be made from among 
members or non-members. However, all 
members of the Association shall be eli-
gible to serve on the Board of Directors, 
and any member may nominate himself 
or herself as a candidate for the Board at 
the meeting where the election is to be 
held.

Having an annual meeting is impor-
tant in a homeowners association. 
Almost every mandatory-membership 
homeowners association comes into 
existence before the first lot is sold.
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Use of Lots (Specific Restrictions)

Parking of Wheeled Vehicles, 
Boats and Water Vessels. 

Cars, trucks, tractors, recreational 
vehicles, and trailers (collectively 
called “Vehicles”) must be kept at 
all times completely inside a garage 
and are not permitted to be parked 
elsewhere on a Lot or on a street 
within the Plat except as otherwise 
specifically permitted in this para-
graph. Boats and water vessels 
and trailers must be kept at all 
times completely inside a garage 
and are not permitted to be 
parked elsewhere on a Lot or on 
a street within the Plat. Private 
cars or private trucks (exclusive 
of all other Vehicles) owned by 
an Owner or an Owner’s guest 
may be parked in the Owner’s 
driveway, but only if they do not 
display commercial signs. Com-
mercial vehicles may be parked 

in a street or driveway when neces-
sary for providing services to an 
Owner, or for pickup and delivery 
service, but only while undertaking 
this activity and never overnight. 
Recreational vehicles, travel trail-
ers, trailers, and campers may be 
parked in the driveway of a Lot for 
up to a total of 48 hours per week 
for loading and unloading only, 

and never for dwelling purposes. 
No Vehicles may be repaired or 
maintained on or adjacent to a Lot, 
except within a garage. Vehicles 
engaged in construction of subdivi-
sion improvements or dwellings on 
behalf of Declarants will be permit-
ted within Floridian Phases 1 & 2 
for such purposes.

DDCRE, Article 2.5.v

On Street Parking Rules
1. No parking exceeding 48 hours.
2. Should you require longer than 48 hours send a request for waiver to:

Centre Group Properties, Inc. (CGP)
4400 Bayou Boulevard, Suite 35
Pensacola, FL 32503
Phone – 850-484-2684 / Fax – 850-474-3551
E-mail: Melissa@CentreGroupProperties.com

3. If you have guest extending 48 hours please contact CGP

Questions and Answers about Parking
Q: Why can’t we park on the street?
A: The association’s roads are subject to local regulations that specify the space needed for access by emer-
gency vehicles. When cars are parked on the street, there isn’t enough clearance for fire trucks to maneuver.
Q: What gives the association the right to tell me where and how to park?
A: When you purchased your home, you entered into a contractual agreement with the association to abide 
by its covenants. Those covenants include bylaws that empower the Board to adopt and enforce rules they 
believe are necessary for everyone’s good. The parking policy explains the parking rules and specifies proce-
dures for enforcing them; not only is the Board allowed to develop the policy, it’s legally obligated to do so.

Tips to Discourage Burglars

The association makes every 
effort to maintain a secure 

environment in our community, 
but there is only so much we’re 
authorized to do. Unfortunately, 
illegal entries into homes in our 
area—and others—happen from 
time to time. Residents can do 

more to protect themselves and 
their property than the association 
can do. Here are a few common-
sense suggestions for reducing 
your chances of being the target of 
burglary.

 Ӳ Install double-cylinder, dead-
bolt locks on your outside doors 

and include a reinforced strike 
plate to strengthen the doorframe.

 Ӳ Lock all doors and windows 
no matter how briefly you’ll be out 
of the house.

 Ӳ Install bars or lock pins on 
sliding doors and windows. These 
are available at local hardware or 

mailto:Melissa%40CentreGroupProperties.com?subject=
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Household Hazardous Waste Service

Taking advantage of the ECUA’s 
Household Hazardous Waste 

(HHW) Program is a great and 
easy way to dispose of unwanted 
household hazardous materials in 
an environmentally responsible 
way.

HHW in landfills can leak or, 
if disposed of on the ground, can 
contaminate our drinking water 
supply. Finally, HHW in garbage 
containers can leak or react with 
other substances, possibly start-
ing fires that may injure drivers and 
others nearby. It’s easy and simple 
to participate in the ECUA’s HHW 
program!

Simply email us at customer.ser-
vice@ecua.fl.gov or call our Cus-
tomer Service line (476-0480) to 
request a pick-up of your HHW 

items once per month.
The pick-up will be made on 

the first Saturday of the month fol-
lowing the called-in request. Items 
in the HHW Program pick-up list 
include swimming pool and house-
hold chemicals, paints, used cook-
ing grease, lawn and garden chem-
icals, and used motor oils (see 
detailed list at right).

These materials will be collected 
by ECUA crews at your doorstep, 
making it as easy and convenient 
for you as possible. When you call, 
our Customer Service Special-
ist (CSS) will ask you what HHW 
items you wish to have picked up, 
and will provide you with instruc-
tions on how best to prepare those 
items. You’ll be directed to place 
the HHW items at the front door 

step or garage door on the day of 
collection (preferably not at the 
curb to prevent vandalism). Please 
make sure that your HHW items 
are in leak-proof containers or 
encased in a plastic bag, and to 
label the contents of the container 
if the material is not in the original 
manufacturer’s container. We’ll take 
care of it from that point.

Together, we can keep our com-
munity beautiful in an environ-
mentally responsible way!
What Are the HHW Recyclables?
•	Pool Chemicals
•	Household Chemicals
•	Paint & Supplies
•	Used Motor Oil
•	Used Cooking Grease
•	Degreasers & Cleaners
•	Pesticides & Herbicides

discount stores. Some mechanisms 
allow you to lock a sliding window 
or door in a partially-open position 
so you can enjoy fresh air securely 
while you’re at home. However, if 
you go out, close the window and 
lock it.

 Ӳ That old trick of hiding a key 
somewhere outside your home is 
a bad idea. Burglars—or anyone 
who may have seen you hiding the 
key—will know where to find it. 
Instead, give a key to a neighbor 
or leave one with the association 
management office.

 Ӳ “John, I’ve gone to pick up 
your sister. I’ll be home at 3:30.—
Mom” This note also means, “Bur-
glar, this house will be unoccupied 
for 45 minutes. Help yourself.” 
Don’t ever leave notes like this.

 Ӳ If you’re going to be out of the 
house for a short time, leave a tele-
vision or radio on to create a sense 
of activity and presence.

 Ӳ If you’re going to be away 
for a longer time, such as a vaca-
tion, take a few simple precautions 
to keep your home from looking 
empty. Ask a neighbor to collect 

your mail and keep the door 
and porch clear of delivery 
notices, newspapers and fli-
ers. Pick up several electric 
timers at the local discount 
store, and use them to turn 
lights, a television or radios 
on and off at various times 
during the day and evening. 
Let your neighbors and the 

manager know how to reach you in 
case there’s an emergency.

 Ӳ Marking your valuable per-
sonal property won’t prevent it 
from being stolen, but it will help 
you get it back if it is. Engrave your 
driver’s license number on items 
in a hidden area. Check with the 
local fire department, police station 
or library to borrow an engraver. 
They’re also available at large dis-
count stores and are worth the in-
vestment if you have many items to 
mark. Photographing the item (and 
the engraved marking, if possible) 
will make it easier to retrieve your 
items from the police if they are 
recovered, and will aid in making 
an insurance claim if they aren’t.

It doesn’t take much to dis-
courage a burglar. He succeeds 
on opportunity, and if your home 
doesn’t offer a good opportunity, 
he’ll move on to one that does.

Floridian Neighborhood
Watch Meeting

January 9 at 6:00 pm
Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection
6305 North Blue Angel Parkway

mailto:customer.service%40ecua.fl.gov?subject=
mailto:customer.service%40ecua.fl.gov?subject=
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The January 
Board of Directors’ 
meeting will not 
be held due to 

the Homeowners’ 
Annual meeting.

Keep Warm, but Safe

December, January and Febru-
ary are the deadliest months 

for home fires, according to the 
National Fire Protection Associa-
tion (NFPA). And, heating equip-
ment is the second leading cause 
of home fires and home fire deaths. 
That’s why it’s important for you 
and your loved ones to take extra 
precautions during the winter.

Thinking of buying a space 
heater? The NFPA recommends 
(and our association insists) that 
you make sure it carries the mark 
of an independent testing labo-
ratory. Install it according to the 
manufacturer’s instructions or have 
it professionally installed. If you 
have an electric-powered space 
heater, plug it into an outlet with 
sufficient capacity. Never use an 
extension cord. The association 
does not allow liquid-fueled space 
heaters.

Turn off space heaters when-
ever the room is unoccupied or 
when manufacturer’s instruc-
tions say they should be turned off. 

Portable space heaters are easy to 
knock over in the dark. Turn them 
off when you go to bed, or at least 
make sure they’re placed in lighted 
areas or out of high-traffic areas.

If you use a fireplace or wood 
stove, use only dry, seasoned wood 
to avoid the build-up of creosote, 
an oily deposit that easily catches 
fire and accounts for most chim-
ney fires and the largest share of 
home-heating fires. Use only paper 
or kindling wood, not a flammable 
liquid, to start the fire. Do not use 
artificial logs in wood stoves.

Make sure your fireplace has 
a sturdy screen to prevent sparks 
from flying into the room. After the 
ashes are cool, dispose of them in 
a metal container, which is kept a 
safe distance from your home.

Make sure fuel-burning equip-
ment is vented to the outside, that 
the venting is kept clear and unob-
structed, and that the exit point is 
properly sealed around the vent. 
This is to make sure deadly carbon 
monoxide does not build up in the 

home
Other reminders from the 

National Fire Protection Associa-
tion include:

•	Don’t use your oven to heat 
your home.

•	 Inspect all heating equip-
ment annually, and clean as 
necessary.

•	Test smoke alarms monthly; 
install a carbon monoxide 
alarm outside each sleeping 
area.

For more information, visit 
www.nfpa.org.

•	Automotive Fluids
•	Aerosol Cans
•	Adhesives
•	Fluorescent Bulbs
•	Fertilizers
Help Us Keep Recyclables 

Clean & Dry
Please remember to keep 

yard trash and household gar-
bage out of your Recycling 
container. Liquids and gar-
bage can contaminate recycla-
bles, reducing their potential 
for reuse.

Electronics—These items 
are recyclable but please do 
not place them in the Recy-
cling container. Instead, call 

476-0480 for a Bulk Recycling 
pickup.
Do Not Recycle These Items:
•	No Plastic Bags
•	No Ice Cream Cartons
•	No Waxy / Paper Milk 

Cartons
•	No Aerosol Cans
•	No Juice Boxes / Bags
•	No Garbage or Yard Waste
•	No Garden Hoses
•	No Window Blinds
•	No Tarps
•	No Bedding or Linens
•	No Carpeting or Rugs
•	No Construction 

Materials

Floridian Homeowners 
Association

Melissa Buchanan
Community Association Manager

Centre Group Properties, Inc.
4400 Bayou Blvd., #35
Pensacola, FL 32503
Phone: 850.484.2684

Fax: 850.474.3551
www.CentreGroupProperties.com

Melissa@CentreGroupProperties.com

http://www.nfpa.org/
http://www.CentreGroupProperties.com
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Floridian HOA Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the Florid-
ian Homeowners’ Association was 

held on January 25. Only eight homes 
were represented at the meeting with 13 
proxy forms received. However, to have 
a quorum 39 homeowners needed to be 
present or signed a proxy form. Because 
of not having a quorum, no voting 
actions could be taken.

The annual dues for the Florid-
ian Homeowners’ Association are now 
being accepted. If you have not paid 
your dues, which are $125 per year, 
then contact Melissa Buchanan at Cen-
tre Group Properties, Inc., which man-
ages our Association. Her e-mail is: 
melissa@centregroupproperties.com. 
The Board has arranged with the Cen-
tre Group to allow homeowners to make 
payments online. The website is: www.
centregroupproperties.com/. If you need 
more information contact Melissa.

Other Topics Discussed
 ӽ Questions were asked and answered 

regarding the budget.
 ӽ Irene Horton, President of the Board 

of Directors, informed those present 
what the Board had accomplished in 
2013 and plans for 2014.

 ӽ The position of Vice President of the 
Board is open for anyone interested 
in volunteering for the postion. Con-
tact Irene, if interested.

 ӽ The Board will now be meeting on 
the 4th Tuesday of the month.

 ӽ Having an HOA increases the value 
of your home.

 ӽ 11 street lights have been installed in 
the sub-division with one more being 
installed this year.

 ӽ Parking on the streets still remains 
the biggest problem. Residents have 
problems getting in and out of their 
driveways. Driving through the 

neighborhood is also difficult when 
vehicles are parked on both sides of 
the street. Blind spots are caused by 
vehicles parking on the street. Chil-
dren can run out into the street from 
behind a parked vehicle. Emergency 
vehicles also have difficulty maneu-
vering on the streets, if they can get 
through at all.

 ӽ Lock your vehicles and remove all 
items. There is still a problem with 
auto break-ins.

 ӽ Basketball backboards are not to be 
set up on the curb. Such items as 
basketball backboards, platforms, 
playhouses, dog houses, or other 
structures of a similar kind or nature 
must be adequately walled, fenced, 
or landscaped and located in the 
backyard. Basketball backboards 
are considered “recreational equip-
ment” and must be in the backyard 
behind a fence. A legal determina-
tion was made concerning Basketball 
backboards, and a copy of this ruling 
can be obtained from Centre Group 
Property, Inc.
At the end of the meeting those in 

attendance put their names in a basket 
and one name was drawn for the door-
prize. Congratulations to the winner!

The Board welcomes any requests, 
comments, suggestions, etc. from the 
residents of the neighborhood, home-
owners as well as renters. Remember, 
this is your neighborhood too. Your 
input may help make this a better neigh-
borhood to live in.

Board of Directors’ Meeting
February 25 at 6:00 pm

Lutheran Church 
6305 North Blue Angel Pkwy

On-line Dues Payment
Website: www.centregroup-
properties.com/
Meetings
Neighborhood Watch:

February 13, 6:00 pm
HOA Board of Directors:

February 25, 6:00 pm

mailto:floridianhoa%40gmail.com?subject=Floridian%20HOA%20Website
http://floridianhoa.com
mailto:jppeters%40southernco.com?subject=
mailto:melissa%40centregroupproperties.com?subject=
http://www.centregroupproperties.com/
http://www.centregroupproperties.com/
http://www.centregroupproperties.com/
http://www.centregroupproperties.com/


 2Floridian Newsletter  — February 2014

Neighborhood Watch Meeting
February 13

Guest Speaker: Deputy David Ingram
Escambia County Sheriff’s Office Fraud 

Department
“Fraud Prevention”

Identity Theft, Mail & Internet Fraud, Phone Scams,
Etc. (Part 2)

Floridian Neighborhood
Watch Meeting

February 13 at 6:00 pm
Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection
6305 North Blue Angel Parkway

Carbon Monoxide: The Silent Killer

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an 
odorless, colorless gas that 

can cause sudden illness and even 
death. CO is found in combustion 
fumes, such as those produced by 
vehicles, small gasoline engines, 
stoves, lanterns, fireplaces, and 
heating systems.

CO poisoning is difficult to 
diagnose. Symptoms include head-
ache, dizziness, nausea, chest pain, 
fatigue, vomiting, and confusion—
which are sometimes mistaken 
for the flu or other illnesses. How-
ever, if symptoms are not accom-
panied by a cough, runny nose, or 
fever, plus, if other members of the 
family have the same signs of ill-
ness, it’s a major red flag. People 
who are sleeping or intoxicated can 
die from CO poisoning before ever 

experiencing symptoms.
CO poisoning leads to more 

than 20,000 emergency room vis-
its per year in the U.S., and more 
than 400 Americans die from it 
each year. CO levels rise most com-
monly during the colder months 
when people burn fuel to run space 
heaters, furnaces, and fireplaces. 
If gas or fumes escape from these 
areas, the oxygen in red blood cells 
can be replaced with CO, prevent-
ing oxygen from reaching tissues 
and organs.

Here are some tips to help keep 
you and your family safe:

•	Have your utility company or 
a service technician annually 
inspect appliances, such as fur-
naces, venting and chimney 
systems, gas-powered driers, 

and gas stoves. Look for any 
places where pipes aren’t fitted 
tightly or are patched.

•	Always use grills, camping 
stoves, and generators out-
doors—never in a garage.

•	Never leave a car engine run-
ning inside an attached garage, 
even if the door is open.

•	Prevent gas from being 
trapped in chimney vents: 
open them before you light a 
fire and don’t close them until 
the ashes are cool.

•	 Install CO detectors in all bed-
rooms. These devices simply 
plug into an outlet and sound 
an alarm if dangerous levels of 
CO are detected.

Copied

On Street Parking Rules
1. No parking exceeding 48 hours.
2. Should you require longer than 48 hours send a request for 

waiver to:
Centre Group Properties, Inc. (CGP)
4400 Bayou Boulevard, Suite 35
Pensacola, FL 32503
Phone – 850-484-2684 / Fax – 850-474-3551
E-mail: Melissa@CentreGroupProperties.com

3. If you have guests extending past 48 hours please contact CGP.

Contact Escambia 
County Sheriff’s 

Dispatch
to report any 

suspicious activity
436-9620

mailto:Melissa%40CentreGroupProperties.com?subject=
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Programs Offered by the Escambia County Sheriff’s Office
Citizens Law

Enforcement Academy
The Citizens Law Enforce-

ment Academy is held twice a 
year (Spring and Fall) and allows 
citizens to learn more about the 
Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office 
through classroom and interactive 
hands-on demonstrations. Classes 
are held one night per week. Cit-
izens attending the CLEA learn 
about subjects such as S.W.A.T., 
K-9, Narcotics, Airborne Law 
Enforcement, Crime Scene Inves-
tigation, Detention, and much, 
much, more! For information 
about the Citizens Law Enforce-
ment Academy contact David 
Craig, Coordinator of the Com-
munity Oriented Policing Unit at 
436-9281.

Operation Clean Sweep
The focus of Operation Clean 

Sweep is to work with Neighbor-
hood Watch groups, residents, 
churches and business owners to 
control and prevent the damaging 
effects of criminal activity through 
Eradication, Enforcement and Edu-
cation. Deputies work closely with 
Neighborhood Watch groups, the 
ECUA, Environmental Enforce-
ment, Roads and 
Bridges, 
Parole and 
Proba-
tion, Ani-
mal Control and 
Military volunteers. These are one 
day operations performed monthly 
throughout Escambia County. 
Visit escambiaso.com for more 
information.
Neighborhood Watch Academy

Sheriff David Morgan is very 
pleased to offer a Neighborhood 
Watch Academy to interested 

Escambia County adult resi-
dents. These one-evening semi-
nars are repeated throughout the 
year based upon citizens requests. 
Learn best practices for running a 
safe and effective Neighborhood 
Watch group. Safety is our prior-
ity in the training session. We also 
cover the basics of CEPTED; crime 
prevention through environmental 
design. Finally participants learn 
how to report suspicious activ-
ity and crimes in progress without 
fear of retribution. Applications are 
available on the escambiaso.com 
website and at 1700 West Leonard 
Street. For more information call 
the COP Unit at 436-9281.

Explorers
For our young citizens, the 

Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office 
offers the Law Enforcement 
Explorers program and Junior 
Explorers pro-
gram. The pro-
gram is offered 
to youths ages 11-21 
who may be inter-
ested in pursuing a Law 
Enforcement career 
later in life or those that 
are interested in the law.

Explorers help to 
develop moral 

character and 
teach our 
youth values 

such as respon-
sibility, respect and 

community aware-
ness. Our Explorers 
meet every 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of each month 
and also participate in 
training, community 
events and conferences 
throughout the year. 

Explorers are 14-21 years of age 
and Jr. Explorers are 11-13 years of 
age. For more information on the 
ECSO Explorer program, contact 
the Community Oriented Policing 
Unit at the following number: (850) 
436-9496.

Business Decal Program
The Business Decal Program 

allows responding officers to 
quickly notify business owners in 
the event their business is victim-
ized by criminal activity. Partici-
pating businesses are given a decal 
which is placed on a door or other 
conspicuous area. Each decal has a 
code number which allows our dis-
patchers to access pertinent contact 
information via a computer. Hav-
ing quick access to business own-
ers in the event of criminal activity 
improves the odds of a quick appre-

hension. For more information 
contact the Commu-
nity Oriented Polic-
ing Unit at 436-9553.

7 Tips for Motorists During 
Inclement Weather

1. If you are in a safe place, stay where you 
are until conditions are safe for driving.

2. Never drive on ice—once temperatures 
drop below freezing, stay off roads.

3. Never drive through rising waters—you 
don’t know how deep it is or if there is 
unseen debris that can damage your tires.

4. Check you tire pressure and make sure 
your tires are properly inflated.

5. Check you car’s battery to ensure it is 
properly charged.

6. Check your car’s spare tire—make sure it 
is in the trunk and in good condition.

7. Keep an extra car key at home, the office 
or with a trusted neighbor.

AAA Going Places, Mar/Apr 2011

http://www.escambiaso.com
http://www.escambiaso.com
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Florida Law Regarding Texting and Driving
316.305 Wireless 

communications devices; 
prohibition.

(1) This section may be cited as 
the “Florida Ban on Texting While 
Driving Law.”

(2) It is the intent of the Legisla-
ture to:

(a) Improve roadway safety for 
all vehicle operators, vehicle pas-
sengers, bicyclists, pedestrians, and 
other road users.

(b) Prevent crashes related to the 
act of text messaging while driving 
a motor vehicle.

(c) Reduce injuries, deaths, 
property damage, health care costs, 
health insurance rates, and auto-
mobile insurance rates related to 
motor vehicle crashes.

(d) Authorize law enforcement 
officers to stop motor vehicles 
and issue citations as a secondary 
offense to persons who are texting 
while driving.

(3)(a) A person may not oper-
ate a motor vehicle while manually 
typing or entering multiple letters, 
numbers, symbols, or other char-
acters into a wireless communica-
tions device or while sending or 
reading data1 on such a device for 
the purpose of nonvoice interper-
sonal communication, including, 
but not limited to, communication 
methods known as texting, e-mail-
ing, and instant messaging. As used 
in this section, the term “wireless 
communications device” means any 
handheld device used or capable 
of being used in a handheld man-
ner, that is designed or intended to 
receive or transmit text or charac-
ter-based messages, access or store 
data, or connect to the Internet 
or any communications service as 

defined in s. 812.15 and that allows 
text communications. For the pur-
poses of this paragraph, a motor 
vehicle that is stationary is not 
being operated and is not subject to 
the prohibition in this paragraph.

(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply 
to a motor vehicle operator who is:

1. Performing official duties 
as an operator of an authorized 
emergency vehicle as defined 
in s. 322.01, a law enforcement 
or fire service professional, or 
an emergency medical services 
professional.

2. Reporting an emergency or 
criminal or suspicious activity to 
law enforcement authorities.

3. Receiving messages that are:
a. Related to the operation or 

navigation of the motor vehicle;
b. Safety-related information, 

including emergency, traffic, or 
weather alerts;

c. Data used primarily by the 
motor vehicle; or

d. Radio broadcasts.
4. Using a device or system for 

navigation purposes.
5. Conducting wireless interper-

sonal communication that does not 
require manual entry of multiple 
letters, numbers, or symbols, except 
to activate, deactivate, or initiate a 
feature or function.

6. Conducting wireless inter-
personal communication that does 
not require reading text messages, 
except to activate, deactivate, or 
initiate a feature or function.

7. Operating an autonomous 
vehicle, as defined in s. 316.003, in 
autonomous mode.

(c) Only in the event of a crash 
resulting in death or personal 
injury, a user’s billing records for a 
wireless communications device or 
the testimony of or written state-
ments from appropriate authori-
ties receiving such messages may 
be admissible as evidence in any 
proceeding to determine whether a 
violation of paragraph (a) has been 
committed.

(4)(a) Any person who violates 
paragraph (3)(a) commits a non-
criminal traffic infraction, punish-
able as a nonmoving violation as 
provided in chapter 318.

(b) Any person who commits 
a second or subsequent violation 
of paragraph (3)(a) within 5 years 
after the date of a prior convic-
tion for a violation of paragraph (3)
(a) commits a noncriminal traffic 
infraction, punishable as a mov-
ing violation as provided in chap-
ter 318.

(5) Enforcement of this section 
by state or local law enforcement 
agencies must be accomplished 
only as a secondary action when 
an operator of a motor vehicle has 
been detained for a suspected vio-
lation of another provision of this 
chapter, chapter 320, or chapter 
322.

History.—s. 1, ch. 2013-58.
1Note.—The word “on” was substituted 

for the word “in” by the editors.
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/

Statutes/2013/316.305

http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2013/316.305
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2013/316.305
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Fraud

The Floridan Neighborhood Watch 
held their meeting on February 13. 

Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office Inves-
tigator David Ingram presented part 
two of the fraud program. The following 
information is from the booklet Identity 
Theft.

Mortgage Fraud
Factors That Place You At Risk
•	 You’ve fallen behind in your mort-

gage payments or you are already in 
foreclosure.

•	 You’re getting phone calls and visits 
from companies offering to help you 
pay off your debts.

•	 You’re receiving numerous fliers in 
the mail or on your door

•	 offering low interest cash loans.
•	 A friend, advisor or relative asks you 

to sign some forms - you do, without 
reading them.

•	 You trust that the information on the 
mortgage loan document is accurate 
and do not read it thoroughly.

Preventative Steps
•	 Beware of companies who contact 

you in person or by fliers offering a 
foreclosure relief service.

•	 Don’t sign any forms or papers with-
out reading and understand-ing what 
you’re signing. If you’re uneasy or 
feeling pressured, get advice from a 
lawyer or other advisor.

•	 Don’t deed your property to anyone. 
First consult an attorney, a knowl-
edgeable family member, or some-
one else you trust completely. Once 
you sign legal papers, it can be dif-
ficult, or even impossible, to reverse 
the action.

Mail & Internet Fraud
Factors That Place You At Risk
•	 You play sweepstakes daily because 

you think you need extra money, 
holding out hope you will win a big 
prize some day.

•	 You believe because your mail is 
delivered by the U.S. Postal Service, it 
must be legitimate.

•	 You open and read all of your mail 
because many pieces look like offi-
cial government documents or heart-
felt solicitations for charity - and you 
don’t have anything better to do.

•	 You’re getting the same offers 
through e-mail that you used to 
receive through the mail.

•	 Foreign country address or foreign 
lottery.

Preventative Steps
•	 Even though it may be fun or give 

you something to do, stop participat-
ing in sweepstakes, lottery, and con-
test offers.

•	 If you were to truly win something, 
you never have to pay any fees, taxes, 
or costs of ANY kind before receiving 
your winnings that’s the law! Never 
send money to win money, merchan-
dise or vacations.

•	 Don’t give temptation a chance. If 
you receive a mailing/e-mail that 
1) promotes sweepstakes/lotteries, 
charities, credit repair, work-at-home 
offers; 2) suggests you can make 
money by assisting a wealthy Afri-
can, and 3) requests verification of 
account numbers, throw the enve-
lope away or delete the e-mail with-
out opening it.

•	 Foreign Lottery’s sweepstakes and 
contest offers are illegal in the United 
States.

•	 Do not deposit any questionable 

On-line Dues Payment:
Website: www.centregroup-
properties.com/
Meetings:
Neighborhood Watch

March 13, 6:00 pm
HOA Board of Directors

March 25, 6:00 pm

mailto:floridianhoa%40gmail.com?subject=Floridian%20HOA%20Website
http://floridianhoa.com
mailto:jppeters%40southernco.com?subject=
http://www.centregroupproperties.com/
http://www.centregroupproperties.com/
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check. This can make you a sus-
pect in a criminal case should 
the check be counterfeit. Check 
out the issuing bank through 
your financial institution or 
though local law enforcement.

Care Giver Fraud
Warning Signs:
•	 Unusual activity in bank and 

credit card accounts.
•	 Care giver tries to isolate the vic-

tim who comes to rely solely on 
the care giver.

•	 Care giver has total control over 
finances an has all financial 
statements mailed to him or her.

•	 New acquaintances appear on 
the scene and the adult is either 
completely charmed, or fearful 
of the care giver.

Preventative Steps:
•	 If your care giver, financial 

Power of Attorney, relative, 
neigh-bor, or anyone else sug-
gests you make a change in 
your assets, your investments 
or insurance, always get two or 
three other opinions from other 

relatives or advisors. Only a 
potential crook will not want to 
discuss the change with others.

•	 No matter how much you know, 
love or trust someone, never 
sign documents you have not 
read or do not understand.

•	 Even if you have a representa-
tive payee, Power of Attorney or 
other advisor who manages your 
finances, insist on receiving and 
reviewing copies of all bank and 
financial statements.

Telemarketing Fraud
Factors That Place You At Risk:
•	 You live alone and enjoy talking 

to anyone calling
•	 You believe it’s rude to interrupt 

a caller or to hang up
•	 You must pay money up front 

for taxes or fees to participate
•	 You must make an immediate 

decision, before the call ends, or 
the offer will be rescinded

•	 You are called more and more 
frequently by multiplying

•	 variety of telephone solicitors.
Preventative Steps:
•	 Never talk to strangers on the 

telephone—they are not call-
ing to wish you a good day. They 
are invading your privacy—as 
though they have walked into 
your home.

•	 Use an answering machine, 
voice mail or caller ID to screen 
calls.

•	 Never, under any circumstances, 
give any portion of your credit 
card, bank account, or social 
security numbers to a caller.

Floridian 
Neighborhood
Watch Meeting

March 13 at 6:00 pm

Board of Directors’ 
Meeting

March 25 at 6:00 pm

Lutheran Church 
6305 North Blue Angel Pkwy

Return Call Telephone Scam Alert
A telephone scam that has been around for many years has appeared again. This scam involves return-

ing calls to the 268, 809, 284 and 876 area codes that originate from Antigua, Jamaica or another Caribbean 
island.

Sometimes it just appears as a missed call, also known as a “one-ring scam.” Other times, the caller 
leaves a message on your answering machine, gives their first name and leaves a message such as “Sorry I 
missed your call…please call me back I have something important to tell you.” The reasons you are asked 
to call back vary and can include such things as a family member is ill, someone has been arrested, died or 
to let you know you have won a prize.

The overseas area codes can be used as pay-per-call numbers, similar to the more familiar 900 numbers. 
Consumers that have returned the calls have reported being charged a $19.95 connection fee and an addi-
tional $9 per minute.

The practice of third parties placing unauthorized charges on wireless accounts is called “cramming.” If 
you don’t recognize an out-of-state telephone number on your caller ID, ignore it, and if you do answer, do 
not call back.

If you think you’ve received a call from a potential scammer, immediately report it to your telephone or 
cellular provider.

Florida Consumer E-Newsletter, Feb 10, 2014, Florida Division of Consumer Services
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Tips for Saving Water

Water conservation is an 
important issue for the asso-

ciation—and not just because we 
want to be environmentally respon-
sible. An equally important reason 
is that we want to keep assessments 
as low as possible. Here’s how you 
can help:

Kitchen Aid
Large appliances—washing 

machines and dishwashers—con-
sume the most water, so they are 
important places to start any water-
conservation efforts.
 ӹ Set the water level on your wash-

ing machine to match the size 
of your load. Try to avoid doing 
frequent small loads; whenever 
possible, run the machine only 
when you have a full load.

 ӹ You don’t need to rinse dishes 
before putting them in the dish-
washer! No, really. Hand rins-
ing dishes under the faucet uses 
15-18 gallons of water per load. 
If your dishwasher has a pre-
rinse cycle, try using it instead 
of hand rinsing. If a dish or two 

isn’t completely clean after the 
dishwasher cycle, finish the job 
by hand.

 ӹ Like the washing machine, only 
run the dishwasher when it’s full. 
If you have only a few dishes, 
wash them by hand in a sink or 
basin—not under a running fau-
cet. Use a second basin or dish-
pan for rinsing, or spray rinse all 
the soapy dishes at once.

Splish-Splash—Conserving in 
the Bath

After these major appliances, the 
bathroom offers the next biggest 
opportunity to save water.
 ӹ Make sure your toilets are all 

working efficiently. According 
to the American Water Works 
Association, the average Amer-
ican home loses 14 percent of 
all water used to leaks. (And, 
remember, the toilet is not a 
waste basket.)

 ӹ Keep your showers as brief as 
possible or turn the water off 
while shaving or scrubbing in 
the stall. Consider installing 

water-saver showerheads and 
faucets.

 ӹ When taking a bath, close the 
drain while the water warms 
up then adjust the temperature. 
Monitor the tub as it fills, and 
turn the water off at the half-way 
mark.

Running Hot and Cold
 ӹ There’s nothing as refreshing as a 

cold drink of water, but don’t let 
the faucet run to get it. Chill a 
container of water in the refrig-
erator instead.

 ӹ Avoid running hot tap water 
over frozen food to defrost it; 
put it in the refrigerator the 
night before.

 ӹ Rethink any tasks you usually 
perform under running water—
like washing vegetables or 
brushing your teeth. (A gallon of 
water a minute flows through a 
tap that’s only half open.). Use a 
dishpan or bowl of water instead 
of letting the tap run. Then pour 
the water from the bowl on your 
house plants.

Ten Ways To Help Our Community
1. Attend meetings. Don’t just show up if you have a problem or complaint.
2. Accept nomination to serve on the Board or appointment to any committee.
3. Describe the association in positive terms.
4. Be prepared when asked to contribute; plan details of an event, coordinate with other owners and 

affiliates.
5. Contribute whatever time you have available for the benefit of the community. Become a dependable, 

constructive member of the association.
6. When attending Board meetings, remember that the only time you should address the Board is during 

the Open Forum session. Don’t interrupt during the Business meeting.
7. Keep an open mind and look for the benefits to the community whenever a new program is being 

initiated.
8. Don’t criticize the Board, committee members or other volunteers.
9. Read your newsletter and correspondence from the management company in order to understand what 

is going on and why decisions are being made.
10. Introduce yourself to new owners. Let them know that our community is a great place to live and that 

you look forward to their involvement.
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Extended Warranties and Service Contracts:
Extra Protection or Waste of Money?

When you buy cars, computer 
equipment, major appli-

ances, home electronics, or other 
expensive household items, chances 
are you will be offered a service 
contract or extended warranty for 
an additional fee. Often charged as 
a percentage of the purchase price, 
service contracts and extended 
warranties range in cost from less 
than $50 to several thousand dol-
lars. While they may seem like a 
good way to protect your invest-
ment and buy some extra peace of 
mind, consumer advocates gener-
ally advise against purchasing this 
extra coverage and report that it is 
rarely worth the cost.

Most big-ticket purchases come 
with a standard manufacturer’s 
warranty that usually covers the 
item for a least the first year. More 
often than not, if a product is faulty, 
any defects will become appar-
ent during that period and will be 
covered by the standard warranty. 

If a product is not defective, prob-
lems typically show up much later 
in a product’s life cycle, beyond the 
term covered by an extended war-
ranty. In addition, extended war-
ranties often overlap the manufac-
turer’s coverage—you might buy a 
two-year extended warranty, but 
with the manufacturer’s warranty 
covering the first year, you are 
really only receiving one additional 
year of coverage.

Another reason consumers are 
discouraged from purchasing ser-
vice contracts is that they can con-
tain so many conditions, terms and 
exclusions that they are virtually 
ineffective. In most cases, you will 
not have protection from common 
wear and tear, and some manufac-
turers do not honor contracts if you 
fail to follow their recommenda-
tions for routine maintenance.

One more thing to consider 
when weighing the pros and cons 
of service contracts is credit card 

coverage. Some credit card reward 
plans will double the length of a 
manufacturer’s warranty, free of 
charge, when you purchase the 
item with the card, making addi-
tional coverage unnecessary.

If, however, you do decide to 
purchase extra protection for a 
product, make sure you read the 
fine print in the service contract 
and ask the following questions to 
be sure you’re getting the protec-
tion you’re paying for:

•	Does the dealer, manufacturer 
or an independent company 
back the service contract?

•	How are claims handled? 
•	Who will perform the service 

and where it will be done?
•	What happens to my coverage 

if the dealer or administrator 
goes out of business?

•	 Is prior authorization required 
for repair work?

•	Are there any situations when 
coverage can be denied?

“Used” Water
Before pouring that half-filled 

glass of water down the sink, ask 
yourself where it could be put to 
good use? How about pouring it in 
the dog’s bowl? And the condensate 

from the dehumidifier is suitable 
for watering plants. Other sources 
of “used” water are suitable for 
reuse—it just takes a little imagina-
tion and a change in routine.

Water conservation begins with 

each of us. If each resident makes a 
few simple adjustments in house-
hold routine, the association can 
conserve thousands of gallons of 
water and save thousands of dollars 
each year.

Cellphone Intelligence
Ten states, as well as the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, pro-

hibit drivers from using handheld cellphones. Except in Maryland and West Virginia (until July 2013), 
law enforcement officials may cite drivers for using them even if they haven’t committed another traffic 
offense. More statistics:

33 states and the District of Columbia ban all cellphone use by novice drivers.
19 states and the District ban school bus drivers from using cellphones when they have passengers.
39 states, the District, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands ban text messaging for all drivers.

AAA Going Places, May/June 2013
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Safe Shopping

The following Safe Shopping Tips 
were compiled, in cooperation 

with the ECSO Crime Prevention Unit, 
to contribute to your safety and secu-
rity while shopping year round. We can 
never be too careful, too prepared, or 
too aware. Please share this informa-
tion with family, friends and neighbors. 
Sheriff David Morgan wants you and 
your family to be safe throughout the 
year. By practicing good crime preven-
tion techniques you greatly decrease 
the possibility of becoming a victim of 
crime.

Driving
•	 Avoid driving a lone or at night.
•	 Keep all car doors locked and win-

dows closed while in or out of your 
car. Set your alarm or use an anti-
theft device.

•	 If you must shop at night, park in a 
well-lighted area.

•	 Avoid parking next to vans, trucks 
with camper shells, or cars with 
tinted windows.

•	 Park as close as you can to your des-
tination and take notice of where you 
parked.

•	 Never leave your car unoccupied 
with the motor running or with chil-
dren inside.

•	 Do not leave packages or valuables 
on the seat of your car. This creates 
a temptation for thieves. If you must 
leave something in the car, lock it in 
the trunk or put it out of sight.

•	 Be sure to locate your keys prior to 
going to your car.

•	 Keep a secure hold on your purse, 
handbag and parcels. Do not put 
them down or on top of the car in 
order to open the door.

•	 When approaching or leav-
ing your vehicle, be aware of your 

surroundings.
•	 Do not approach your car alone if 

there are suspicious people in the 
area.

•	 Ask mall or store security for an 
escort before leaving your shopping 
location.
Automated Teller Machine (ATM)

•	 If you must use an ATM, choose one 
that is located inside a mall, or well-
lighted location. Withdraw only the 
amount of cash you need.

•	 Protect your PIN by shielding the 
ATM keypad from anyone who is 
standing near you.

•	 Do not throw your ATM receipt away 
at the ATM location.

Shopping
•	 Shop during daylight hours whenever 

possible. If you must shop at night, 
go with a friend or family member.

•	 Dress casually and comfortably.
•	 Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.
•	 Do not carry a purse or wallet, if 

possible.
•	 Always carry your Florida Driver 

License or Identification Card along 
with necessary cash, checks and/ or a 
credit card you expect to use.

•	 Even though you are rushed and 
thinking about a thousand things, 
stay alert to your surroundings.

•	 Avoid carrying large amounts of 
cash.

•	 Pay for purchases with a check or 
credit card when possible.

•	 Keep cash in your front pocket.
•	 Notify the credit card issuer immedi-

ately if your credit card is lost, stolen 
or misused.

•	 Keep a record of all of your credit 
card numbers in a safe place at home.

•	 Be extra careful if you do carry a 
wallet or purse. They are the prime 
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targets of criminals in crowded 
shopping areas, bus stops, on 
buses and airports.

•	 Avoid overloading yourself with 
packages. It is important to have 
clear visibility and freedom of 
motion to avoid mishaps.

•	 Beware of strangers approaching 
you for any reason. “Con-art-
ists” may try various methods of 
distracting you with the inten-
tion of taking your money or 
belongings.

Children
•	 If possible, while shopping, leave 

small children at home with a 
trusted babysitter.

•	 Teach your child to go to a 
police officer or store clerk and 

ask for help in case your child is 
separated from you.

•	 Teach children to stay close to 
you at all times while shopping.

•	 Children should never be 
allowed to go to the car alone 
and they should never be left 
alone in the car.

•	 Teach children their full name, 
address, and telephone num-
ber to give to police officers or 
mall security. Teach children 
to immediately inform you if a 
stranger is bothering them.

If You See Something, Say 
Something!

Report all crime and suspicious 
activity to the ECSO.

In an Emergency call 911.

Non-emergency calls: 436-9620
Questions? Call Community 

Services at 436-9281.
Visit http://escambiaso.com

Floridian 
Neighborhood
Watch Meeting

April 10 at 6:00 pm

Board of Directors’ 
Meeting

April 22 at 6:00 pm

Lutheran Church 
6305 North Blue Angel Pkwy

Animal Control in Escambia County, Florida

It is unlawful in Escambia 
County, Florida for a dog to be 

off the premises of its owner or per-
son responsible for the dog, if the 
dog is not under the direct control 
of its owner, person responsible for 
the dog(s) or other person.

The following information is 
only a portion of the ordinance 
regarding animals. To read the full 
ordinance click on the link at the 
end of this article.

Escambia County, Florida,
Code of Ordinances
Article I. In General

Sec. 10-11. Animal control.
(a) Generally. Animals are prohib-

ited from roaming freely on any 
public or private property with-
out the consent of the owner 
or lessee unless such animal is 
specifically excepted as further 
set out in this section..…

(e) Animal nuisances prohibited. 
Any animal or animals which 
shall do any of the following 
are declared to be an animal 

nuisance:
(1) Molests passersby or pass-

ing vehicles.
(2) Attacks or threatens to 

attack persons or other 
animals.

(3) Trespasses on school 
grounds.

(4) Is repeatedly at large.
(5) Damages private or public 

property.
(6) Defecates or urinates upon 

the property of others.
(7) Repetitively barks, whines, 

howls or otherwise pro-
duces any noise in an 
excessive, continuous or 
untimely fashion for a 
period of five minutes or 
more except that caused 
by intentional human 
provocation.

(8) Has a communicable or 
contagious disease that 
is untreated or does not 
respond to treatment.

(9) Causes or emits an offensive 

odor which can be detected 
off the property of its 
owner.

(10) Is kept in a manner which 
causes a breeding place for 
flies, lice, fleas or other ver-
min or disease.

(11) Unreasonably interferes 
with a person’s use and 
enjoyment of his property.

Any person who keeps, harbors, 
or maintains an animal nuisance, 
as defined above, shall be guilty of 
a civil infraction and punishable as 
provided in section 10-23.
(f) Removal of canine waste and 

requirement for possession 
of device for removal in the 
county.
(1) It shall be the duty of each 

person who is in the com-
pany of or responsible for a 
dog on areas other than the 
property of such person to 
remove any feces left by his 
dog on any yard, sidewalk, 
gutter, street, right-of-way, 

http://escambiaso.com
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Lawn Mower Care—Mowing Your Way to a Lush Lawn
Kevin Schmiterson

When spring starts, neighbor-
hoods across the United 

States are struck by an infectious 
disease: lawn envy. We see pictures 
in magazines of thick, green, weed-
free lawns and dream of that same 
carpet of grass in front of our own 
homes. Some people are obsessed 

with chemically treating, clipping, 
edging, and plucking their way to 
a perfect yard while others pay big 
bucks to have professionals come 
in and do the work for them. And 
then there are the rest of us, who 
don’t want to pay someone or work 
endlessly. For these champions of 

moderation there is another choice. 
Adhering to some hints about lawn 
care can help you mow your way to 
a lawn that is lush and green.

Before you even start mow-
ing, take heed to your lawn mower 
care routine. Keeping your mower 
happy and at peak performance 

or other public or private 
place.

(2) It shall further be the duty 
of any person while in 
direct control of a dog to 
have in his possession a 
plastic bag or “pooper scoo-
per” or other such device 
sufficient for his use in the 
removal of canine waste.

(3) Violators of this section 
shall be guilty of a civil 
infraction and punishable 
pursuant to section 10-23

(4) This section may be 
enforced by the county 
sheriff or county animal 
control officers. The provi-
sions of Rule 3.125, Florida 
Rules of Criminal Proce-
dure, providing that viola-
tors of county ordinances 
may be served with a notice 
to appear, shall be appli-
cable to violations of this 

section. Failure of a person 
receiving a notice to appear 
to comply with the require-
ments on the notice shall be 
deemed a separate violation 
of this chapter for which a 
warrant for the violator’s 
arrest may be issued.

Sec. 10-12. Direct control.
(a) Except as otherwise provided 

in this section, it shall be a vio-
lation of this chapter for any 
animal to roam freely on any 
public or private property with-
out the consent of the owner or 
lessee, without it being under 
the direct control of its owner, 
person responsible therefor, or 
other person. All animals, when 
not on the premises of the dog’s 
owner or on the premises of 
another who consents thereto, 
shall be and remain under the 
direct control of a person com-
petent to control such dog at 

all times or, otherwise, shall 
be considered unlicensed ani-
mals and private nuisances 
and may be seized, restrained, 
impounded, and disposed of as 
provided by this chapter for any 
unlicensed animal.

(b) Direct control shall apply only 
to the areas of the county which 
are designated by resolution of 
the board of county commis-
sioners. The board of county 
commissioners is authorized to 
adopt by resolution areas desig-
nated as “direct control” pursu-
ant to the procedures provided 
in this section. Any “direct con-
trol” resolutions existing as of 
the date of this chapter shall 
remain in full force and effect 
and shall not require reaffir-
mation by the board of county 
commissioners.

http://library.municode.com/index.
aspx?clientId=10700

Love Your Dog, Leash Your Dog

We love dogs—we really do. That’s why the association is committed to enforcing the county leash 
law on association property. According to the U.S. Humane Society, an unleashed dog has an aver-

age life span of less than four years? Allowing your dog to run free threatens your dog’s health and welfare 
and the happiness it brings to you.

We also love our community. That’s another reason the association is committed to enforcing the 
county leash law—so all residents may enjoy our community.

We trust we can count on you for voluntary compliance with the leash law. We don’t like to call animal 
control, but we won’t have any choice if your dog is running free.



 4Floridian Newsletter  — April 2014

can affect the health of your lawn. 
In addition to keeping it filled with 
good gasoline, make sure the blades 
are nice and sharp at the beginning 
of each mowing season. Dull blades 
will rip and tear at grass, damaging 
the leaves of these tiny plants. This 
leaves the grass more susceptible to 
disease, making your lawn look ter-
rible. Simple lawn mower care also 
includes changing the oil, cleaning 
the air filter, and checking the spark 
plugs once a season.

Once you have lawn mower care 
behind you, concentrate on your 
method of mowing. You should 

never cut your lawn while wet. 
Even sharp blades will tug and 
tear at wet grass. The best time to 
mow is in the cool of the day, so 
the freshly cut grass is not exposed 
to harsh sun rays. However, in the 
morning the grass is usually cov-
ered in dew, so the ideal time is in 
the evening.

Each time you cut the lawn, 
change the direction that your 
mow. Alternate North/South mow-
ing with East/West. Try out diago-
nal cuts for variety. This does not 
simply keep your neighbors from 
getting bored; it also prevents ruts 

from the repetitive tracks of the 
mower.

When you set the cutting 
height on your lawn mower, leave 
the grass at two to two and a half 
inches tall and mulch the clippings 
rather than collecting them, which 
feeds the lawn with valuable nutri-
ents. Leaving the grass slightly 
taller keeps it from drying out and 
helps the roots take hold, thick-
ening the carpet of grass on your 
lawn.

http://www.articlebiz.com/article/ 
1051488872-1-lawn-mower-care-

mowing-your-way-to-a-lush-lawn/

Spring Lawn Care Tips
Lucy Pitt

Caring for your lawn correctly 
in spring will make caring for 

it easier for the rest of the year.
It may seem like there’s a lot of 

effort involved, but if you care for 
your lawn properly in spring, it will 
make it easier to maintain for the 
rest of the year.

Here are some great tips for 
spring lawn care that will improve 
the quality of your lawn all year 
round.

Spring Lawn Care—Raking
Raking your lawn in spring isn’t 

just about removing leaves and 
debris. It also counteracts thatch, 
which is formed by dead layers 
of grass over new growth. Thatch 
build up can stop your grass grow-
ing as well as it should.

When raking, go in fairly deeply 
rather than just scratching the sur-
face. This will help remove thatch 
and any dead grass which is waiting 
to become thatch.

Spring Lawn Care—Eliminate 
Compaction

Compaction can be caused if 
you have lots of traffic on your 

lawn, for example if your kids run 
around on your lawn a lot. If your 
lawn doesn’t seem as lush as usual, 
or patches of moss plants begin 
to appear it could be a sign of 
compaction.

You can hire lawn aerators fairly 
cheaply but most gardeners recom-
mend that you aerate your lawn in 
autumn. However if you do dis-
cover a problem in the spring you 
can at least plan to remedy it later 
in the year.

Spring Lawn Care—Liming
Grass grows better in alkaline 

soil, so if your soil is too acidic you 
may find your lawn is not grow-
ing well. You need to find out how 
acidic your soil is before you lime 
it, this way you’ll know how much 
lime to use. You can buy kits which 
test the PH of your lawn which 
will give you an indication of how 
much lime to use.

It’s important not to use lime 
unless your soil is too acidic. It 
can’t be used as a preventative mea-
sure and if your soil’s PH is good, it 
will end up making it too alkaline 

which can also stop your grass 
growing. Bear in mind that it can 
take a long time before you see the 
results of a lime treatment.

Spring Lawn Care—Fertilizing
Your lawn can be fertilized using 

compost or mulch, or you can use a 
chemical fertilizer. If you choose a 
chemical fertilizer your results will 
generally be more consistent. Most 
experts recommend that you fertil-
ize your lawn lightly in spring and 
more heavily in late autumn.

Fertilizing too heavily in spring 
can lead to more weeds and the risk 
of disease.

Deciding when to carry out your 
spring lawn care depends on where 
you live and factors such as late 
frost. As a general rule of thumb 
when you are fairly sure that any 
bouts of winter snow is over you 
can begin your spring lawn care.

For more information about 
summer lawn care visit www.gar-
denhealth.com.

http://www.articlebiz.com/
article/1051452849-1-spring-lawn-

care-tips/

http://www.articlebiz.com/article/1051488872-1-lawn-mower-care-mowing-your-way-to-a-lush-lawn/
http://www.articlebiz.com/article/1051488872-1-lawn-mower-care-mowing-your-way-to-a-lush-lawn/
http://www.articlebiz.com/article/1051488872-1-lawn-mower-care-mowing-your-way-to-a-lush-lawn/
http://www.gardenhealth.com
http://www.gardenhealth.com


Master Gardeners’ 
Spring Garden Festival  

 

Saturday, May 3 
Plant Sale  

8:00am – 2:00pm 
 

Escambia County Extension Garden  

3740 Stefani Road, Cantonment 
 

Select plants that grow well in our area! 

Tour the demonstration gardens! 
 

Special Features:  

 Plant Clinic 

 Garden Tours 

 PSC Chef Cooking Demo-9 & 10:30 

 Tool Sharpening (nominal fee) 

 Children’s Activities 

 Aquaponics & Hydroponics Exhibit  

                                                        

 
 

 

 
 

                850.475.5230  

                          or 

bbolles@ufl.edu 

No Pets Allowed 
 

The Foundation for The Gator Nation 

An Equal Opportunity Institution 
 

mailto:bbolles@ufl.edu
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Animal Control and Other Essential Information
for Pet Owners in Escambia County

Animal Control Ordinances in 
Escambia County Require You to Be a 

Responsible Pet Owner
Animal control means protecting:

Pets
…from the many dangers and nui-

sance of roaming, uncontrolled animals.
Violations of animal ordinances can 

result in impoundment of your pet 
and a fine to you, as owner, plus man-
datory court appearances in certain 
circumstances.

These laws protect pets from injury 
and possible mistreatment, as well as 
protect citizens from the many prob-
lems caused by straying animals: such as 
bites, traffic accidents, soiled lawns, and 
scattered trash.
The rules are simple:

Keep your dog and/or cat confined 
to your property or under direct con-
trol if it is off your property. Acceptable 
means of confinement include: in your 
house or inside a fence, pen or other 
enclosure. “Control” generally means on 
a leash.

Pet waste must be removed and prop-
erly disposed of promptly, both on pub-
lic and private property.

Pets are not permitted to roam at 
large off your property; neither are they 
permitted on public beaches. Do not 
permit pets to commit other public 
nuisances such as chasing or harassing 

people or vehicles; damaging or destroy-
ing property of others; or making exces-
sive, continuous noise disturbing to 
others.

Your must provide proper shelter, 
protection from the weather and clean 
conditions. Shelter must be suitable size 
and weatherproof, with adequate bed-
ding such as blankets, shavings or the 
equivalent. Wholesome food and water, 
adequate exercise, and veterinary care 
must be supplied.

Animals in open vehicles (trucks, 
etc.) must be confined in a cage or 
securely tethered by a device that will 
not permit the animal to fall or jump 
from your vehicle.

Incidents of animal abuse, torture, 
or other cruel treatment will be prose-
cuted as misdemeanors or felonies, pur-
suant to Florida Statutes. Persons found 
guilty are subject to imprisonment and/
or fines.

Merely turning your animal loose if 
you move is illegal.

If an animal bites you or a member 
of your family, or if your animal bites a 
person or another animal, you should 
immediately notify the Environment 
Health Department (EHD) at 595-6700. 
The EHD will advise you concerning 
quarantine procedures prescribed by 
state regulations. If you wish to file a 
complaint, you may contact the Escam-
bia County Animal Control Office at 
595-0097.

Report “found” animals to the 
Escambia County Animal Services 
office at 200 West Fairfield Drive or 595-
3075. The owner may be trying to locate 
a missing pet. Place a “found” ad in a 
local newspaper. Most papers will run 

On-line Dues Payment:
Website: www.centregroup-
properties.com/
Meetings:
Neighborhood Watch

May 8, 6:00 pm
HOA Board of Directors

May 20, 6:00 pm

Animal Control
3363 West Park Place
Pensacola, FL 32505

Phone: (850) 595-0097
Fax: (850) 595-0199

www.myescambia.com
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the ad free of charge.
Rabies Vaccination

Florida law requires all dogs and 
cats four (4) months of age and 
older to receive a rabies vaccination 
administered by a licensed veteri-
narian annually.

An Escambia County license 
must be purchased at that time. 
Consult your veterinarian regard-
ing which vaccination is right for 
your pet.

Please Note: Only a licensed 
veterinarian may vaccinate your 
animal against rabies!

The County license tag sold to 
you by your vet must be securely 
attached to a harness or collar worn 
by your pet at all times.

Unvaccinated Animals must 
be vaccinated against rabies and 
licensed within seventy-two hours 

of release from the shelter.
Owners are liable for any ser-

vice fees and/or fines in connection 
with the complaint

Service Fees
Pick up owner’s animal $35.00
Euthanasia $25.00

County Citation Fee Schedule
1st Offense $50.00
2nd Offense $150.00
3rd Offense & subsequent offense 
requires Mandatory Court Appear-
ance plus $300.00
County surcharge/civil infraction  
  $5.00

Violations By a Registered
“Dangerous Dog”

1st Offense $250.00
2nd Offense  Animal Impounded 

by Animal Control
Dangerous Dog registration/yearly  
  $200.00

Escambia County Ordinances 
require the purchase of an 

Escambia animal license tag for 
each cat and dog at the time of 

rabies vaccination.

Floridian 
Neighborhood
Watch Meeting
May 8 at 6:00 pm

Board of Directors’ 
Meeting

May 20 at 6:00 pm

Lutheran Church 
6305 North Blue Angel Pkwy

Contact Escambia 
County Sheriff’s 

Dispatch
to report any 

suspicious activity

436-9620

Suspicious Activity!

There was an incident a few weeks ago, up the road off Saufley Field Road, in another subdivision. At 
9:00 p.m. on Saturday night, April 19, a truck with a couple of guys in it was parked in front of a resi-

dence. They sat there for a long time listening to loud music and just hanging out. A neighbor noticed 
them and had a bad feeling and contacted ECSO. They were going to send a car out (was not high prior-
ity at the time). Just as she ended her call one of the men got out of the vehicle with a flashlight and started 
looking into her government vehicle. She immediately called ECSO back and they escalated the call to 
priority and a few minutes later a deputy showed up. The truck took off upon seeing the deputy arrive but 
was stopped. There was only one man in the truck when it was stopped. He had a permit as a contractor 
for Cox and said that he had a trouble call for the residence he was parked in front of. The ECSO deputy let 
him go. The next day the person who phoned in the incident spoke with the neighbor whose residence the 
truck was parked in front of and supposedly had the trouble call. He stated that they do not have Cox they 
have AT&T and did not have any issues with their service. He had actually left his residence at 8:45 p.m. 
and saw the vehicle with two men in it. The ECSO were updated on Monday, April 21.

The truck was a small black or blue truck, sort of beat up with an exten-
sion ladder on top. The driver had long brownish hair.

I believe I have seen this vehicle around town during daylight hours. If so 
it sometimes has a Cox Contractors magnetic sign on it (not issued by Cox) 
with black lettering.

Please contact the Sheriff ’s Office if you see this vehicle or notice anything 
out of the ordinary.

Melissa Buchanan; Community Association Manager
Centre Group Properties, Inc.
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Distracted Driving

Each day in the United States, 
more than 9 people are killed 

and more than 1,060 people are 
injured in crashes that are reported 
to involve a distracted driver.1 Dis-
tracted driving is driving while 
doing another activity that takes 
your attention away from driving. 
Distracted driving can increase the 
chance of a motor vehicle crash.

There are three main types of 
distraction:
•	 Visual: taking your eyes off the 

road;
•	 Manual: taking your hands off 

the wheel; and 
•	 Cognitive: taking your mind off 

of driving.2

Distracted driving activities 
include things like using a cell 
phone, texting, and eating. Using 
in-vehicle technologies (such as 
navigation systems) can also be 
sources of distraction. While any 
of these distractions can endanger 
the driver and others, texting while 
driving is especially dangerous 
because it combines all three types 
of distraction.2

How Big Is the Problem?
•	 In 2011, 3,331 people were killed 

in crashes involving a distracted 
driver, compared to 3,267 in 
2010. An additional, 387,000 
people were injured in motor 
vehicle crashes involving a dis-
tracted driver in 2011, com-
pared to 416,000 people injured 
in 2010.1

•	 In 2010, nearly one in five 
crashes (18%) in which someone 
was injured involved distracted 
driving.1

•	 In June 2011, more than 196 

Be Healthy, Walk Safely

Walking is an important part of a healthy lifestyle and provides a range of ben-
efits—staying fit, managing weight and lowering blood pressure. Walking 

30 minutes a day can even improve your mood. But pedestrians still live in a world 
dominated by motorists, and the unexpected can happen. Here are five ways you can 

reduce your chances of being struck by a vehicle.
Obey traffic rules and be aware of dan-

gers posed by nearby cars. Make eye contact 
with drivers, if possible, and be sure they can 

see you.
Anticipate risks. Drivers are required 

to yield to pedestrians crossing streets in 
marked or unmarked crosswalks in most sit-

uations, but pedestrians always should be care-
ful—drivers often fail to yield when turning onto 
another street.

Use designated crosswalks whenever 
possible. Always stop, look left, right, and 
left again before crossing.

Increase visibility. Carry a flashlight and 
wear reflective clothing when walking at 
night.

Sidewalks are safer than streets. If you 
must walk in the roadway, face oncoming 
traffic.

AAA Going Places, Jan-Feb 2013

1

2

3

4

5

Escambia County Sheriff’s Office Websites
Escambia County Sheriff’s Office: http://www.escambiaso.com/

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/user/Escambiaso

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OfficialECSO?fref=nf
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billion text messages were sent 
or received in the US, up nearly 
50% from June 2009.1

CDC Distracted Driving Study
A CDC study analyzed 2011 

data on distracted driving, includ-
ing talking on a cell phone or read-
ing or sending texts or emails 
behind the wheel. The researchers 
compared the prevalence of talking 
on a cell phone or texting or email-
ing while driving in the United 
States and seven European coun-
tries: Belgium, France, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, 
and the United Kingdom. Key find-
ings included the following:
Talking on a cell phone while 
driving.
•	 69% of drivers in the United 

States ages 18-64 reported that 
they had talked on their cell 
phone while driving within 
the 30 days before they were 
surveyed.

•	 In Europe, this percentage 
ranged from 21% in the United 
Kingdom to 59% in Portugal.

Texting or emailing while driving. 
•	 31% of U.S. drivers ages 18-64 

reported that they had read or 
sent text messages or email mes-
sages while driving at least once 
within the 30 days before they 
were surveyed.

•	 In Europe, this percentage 
ranged from 15% in Spain to 
31% in Portugal.3

What Are the Risk Factors?
•	 Some activities—such as tex-

ting—take the driver’s attention 
away from driving more fre-
quently and for longer periods 
than other distractions.4

•	 Younger, inexperienced driv-
ers under the age of 20 may be 
at increased risk; they have the 
highest proportion of distrac-
tion-related fatal crashes.4

•	 Texting while driving is linked 
with drinking and driving or 
riding with someone who has 
been drinking among high 
school students in the United 
States, according to a CDC study 
that analyzed self-report data 
from the 2011 national Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey. Students 
who reported engaging in risky 
driving behaviors said that they 
did so at least once in the 30 
days prior to the survey.5 Key 
findings from the study revealed 
that: 

 ӽ Nearly half of all U.S. high 
school students aged 16 years 
or older text or email while 
driving.

 ӽ Students who text while driv-
ing are nearly twice as likely 
to ride with a driver who has 
been drinking and five times 
as likely to drink and drive 
than students who don’t text 
while driving.

 ӽ Students who frequently text 
while driving are more likely 
to ride with a drinking driver 
or drink and drive than stu-
dents who text while driving 
less frequently.5

What Is Being Done?
•	 Many states are enacting laws—

such as banning texting while 
driving, or using graduated 
driver licensing systems for teen 
drivers—to help raise aware-
ness about the dangers of dis-
tracted driving and to keep it 
from occurring. However, the 
effectiveness of cell phone and 
texting laws on decreasing dis-
tracted driving-related crashes 
requires further study. 

•	 On September 30, 2009, Presi-
dent Obama issued an execu-
tive order prohibiting federal 
employees from texting while 

driving on government business 
or with government equipment.6

•	 On October 27, 2010, the Fed-
eral Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration enacted a ban 
that prohibits commercial vehi-
cle drivers from texting while 
driving.7

References
1National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration. Facts and Statistics. Avail-
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tent/get-the-facts/facts-and-statistics.htm. 
Accessed May 23, 2013
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the-facts/index.html. Accessed May 23, 
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vention. Mobile Device Use While Driv-
ing—United States and Seven Euro-
pean Countries, 2011. MMWR 2013 / 
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tent/dot-action/regulations.html. Accessed 
May 23, 2013.

7Federal Motor Carrier Safety Admin-
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Weathering the Storm

Protect your home and auto from 
severe weather.

As the seasons change and temper-
atures rise, so does the potential for 
severe—and damaging—weather. Mini-
mize the risk to your home and car by 
taking these steps before and during a 
storm. Plus, learn what you should do 
after the storm passes if there is damage.

Before
Home:
 ■ Walk through your house, looking 

for things that might be affected by 
threatening weather and consider-
ing ways to prevent problems. For 
example, electronics are vulnerable to 
lightening strikes, so unplug them as 
stormy weather approaches. Look for 
potential problems outside as well, 
such as an old tree that could fall on 
your roof or unsecured items of fur-
niture that could become projectiles 
in high wind.

 ■ Create (or update) an inventory of all 
your possessions and valuables. Use a 
digital camera or smartphone to take 
photos and/or video of your posses-
sions, then store these digitals files on 
a cloud-based site or in a secure place 
such as a safe deposit box.

 ■ Review your homeowners’ insurance 
policy to understand what it covers—
and doesn’t cover. If you have ques-
tions or need better coverage, take 
your policy to an insurance agent for 
a comprehensive review. And make 
sure you have a separate flood insur-
ance policy: Homeowners’ policies 
do not cover flood damage.

 ■ Stock up on canned food, bottled 
water, flashlights, and batteries.

Car:
 ■ Park in a protected area, such as a 

garage.

 ■ Review your auto insurance policy to 
understand what storm-related dam-
age it covers and consider meeting 
with an insurance agent for a review.

During
Home:
 ■ Follow authorities’ guidance on evac-

uation orders.
 ■ Go to the safest place in the house, 

preferably a central room with no 
windows or outside doors.

 ■ Keep a battery-powered radio with 
you for updates and alerts.

Car:
 ■ Avoid driving when a storm is threat-

ening. If the weather gets severe 
when you’re on the road, find a safe, 
protected place to pull over. And 
never drive through standing water. 
What looks like a shallow pud-
dle could actually be several inches 
deep, enough to stall your engine and 
strand you.

After
Home:
 ■ When it’s safe to go outside, walk 

around the house and look for dam-
age. Don’t forget to look at the roof 
for subtle damage, such as miss-
ing shingles, and watch for downed 
wires.

 ■ If there is damage that is covered 
by your homeowners’ policy, con-
tact your insurance company imme-
diately so they can start the claims 
process.

 ■ Be highly suspicious of strangers who 
come to your house and claim to be 
a contractor—or tell you they know 
a contractor—then offer to make 
repairs for far less than a contractor 
you might secure.

On-line Dues Payment:
Website: www.centregroup-
properties.com/
Meetings:
Neighborhood Watch

June 12, 6:00 pm
HOA Board of Directors

June 24, 6:00 pm



 2Floridian Newsletter  — June 2014

Why Do You Need Flood Insurance?
Consider these facts:

 ■ Flood damage is not covered by homeowners’ insurance—only 
flood insurance will cover it.

 ■ Every home is located in a flood zone. Risks are classified as 
low, moderate, or high.

 ■ Nearly 20 percent of all flood insurance claims come from risk 
areas classified as low or moderate, resulting in one-third of 
flood-related disaster assistance.

 ■ Two inches of water in a 2,000-square-foot home can cause 
more than $20,000 in damage.

 ■ Thirty days must pass between when a flood insurance policy 
is purchased and when it takes effect.

Be on the Lookout!
Tina Longwell, from Centre Group Properties Management, recently received a call from a homeowner 

stating that someone representing themselves as a representative of the Homeowners Association was sent 
to check their alarm system. It was explained to the person that neither the Homeowners Association nor 
Centre Group provides that type of service and directed them to call the Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office. 
The man falsely representing himself has gone to several homes. (He or others are going to other neigh-
borhoods as well.)

One homeowner asked for credentials and the man wouldn’t show any, but the Deputy Sheriff did stop 
this man on Monday (May 19) and he produced security system credentials, so they had to let him go. The 
man could have worked for a security company and been dismissed and still have his credentials or he 
could have faked them. So be very careful! If he is saying he wants to inspect your system he could actually 
disable it. He is getting by the “no soliciting” sign because he says he “isn’t 
selling anything,” only wants to inspect or look at the alarm system. Don’t 
let anyone other than your own security alarm companies look at your 
system. Most security alarm companies will have means of verifying the 
security representative/technician, either online or by phone.

The Sheriff ’s Office placed a two-week watch on the neighborhood. Tell 
everyone you speak to that they need to be very careful and remind them 
to call the Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office for anyone they are suspect 
of, including solicitors, who are not supposed to be in our community.

Be suspicious of anyone trying to enter someone’s home claiming to be 
representative of the Board or Centre Group.

Contact Escambia 
County Sheriff’s 

Dispatch
to report any 

suspicious activity
436-9620

Car:
 ■ If there is damage that is covered by 

your auto policy, contact your insur-
ance company immediately so they 
can start on the claims process. As 
with the Package Policy for Home & 
Auto through AAA, some companies 
only require you to pay one deduct-
ible if both your home and auto are 
damaged by the same event.

[Editor’s Note: The Floridian Home-
owners’ Association does not endorse 
any product mentioned in this article.]

AAA Living, May-June 2014

Board of Directors’ Meeting
June 24 at 6:00 pm

Floridian Neighborhood
Watch Meeting

June 12 at 6:00 pm

Lutheran Church  6305 North Blue Angel Pkwy
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2014 Tax Free Holidays

During the 2014 Legislative Ses-
sion the Florida Retail Federa-

tion advocated for tax free holi-
days as a way to return tax savings 
to the general public in the most 
direct way possible. Governor Rick 
Scott, Agriculture Commissioner 
Adam Putnam, Senate President 
Don Gaetz and House Speaker 
Will Weatherford all responded 
with support for various tax free 
holidays that will deliver direct tax 
relief to Florida consumers through 
our member retail outlets. All 
totaled, these tax free holidays are 

expected to save Floridians approx-
imately $40 million in tax savings. 
While the Florida Department of 
Revenue will be issuing Taxpayer 
Information Publications (TIP) to 
provide the details related to the 
tax fee holidays, we are providing 
the following information so that 
you may begin your planning for 
the implementation of these tax 
free holiday periods.

Hurricane Preparedness
Sales Tax Holiday

Period: From 12:01 a.m. on May 
31, 2014 through 11:59 p.m. June 8, 

2014.
Items Covered:

•	 Portable self-powered light 
source (flashlight) selling for $20 
or less;

•	 Portable self-powered radio, 
two-way radio, or weatherband 
radio selling for $50 or less; 

•	 A tarpaulin or other flexible 
waterproof sheeting selling for 
$50 or less; 

•	 A self-contained first aid kit sell-
ing for $30 or less; 

•	 A ground anchor system or tie-
down kit selling for $50 or less; 

2014 Hurricane 
Names

Arthur
Bertha
Cristobal
Dolly
Edouard
Fay
Gonzalo
Hanna
Isaias
Josephine
Kyle

Laura
Marco
Nana
Omar
Paulette
Rene
Sally
Teddy
Vicky
Wilfred

Florida Hazards Watch—Hurricanes
What Should I Do When a Watch 

or Warning Is Issued?
When a hurricane watch is 

issued for your part of the coast, 
it means that hurricane condi-
tions are possible within the watch 
area. The hurricane watch is issued 
48 hours in advance of the antici-
pated onset of tropical-storm-force 
winds. This watch should trig-
ger your family’s disaster plan, and 
proactive measures should be ini-
tiated especially those actions that 

require extra time such as securing 
a boat, leaving a barrier island, etc.

When a hurricane warning is 
issued for your part of the coast, 
it means that hurricane condi-
tions are expected within the warn-
ing area. The hurricane warning is 
issued 36 hours in advance of the 
anticipated onset of tropical-storm-
force winds. Once this warning has 
been issued, your family should be 
in the process of completing proac-
tive actions and deciding the safest 
location to be during the storm.
What Actions Should You Take to 

Be Prepared?
Have a NOAA All-Hazards 

Weather Radio and battery backup 
to receive important weather and 
other emergency-related warn-
ings. With a NOAA All-Hazards 
Weather Radio, you can monitor 
current weather conditions and 
forecasts for your local area. These 
radios also have an alert feature 
which will sound an alarm—fol-
lowed by important weather infor-
mation—whenever a watch or 
warning is issued for your area.

Build a disaster supply kit and 

have a family and/or business plan. 
Remember to also have a plan for 
pets.

Locate or build a Safe Room in 
the interior of your home or busi-
ness that can help provide protec-
tion for you and your family or 
your employees. This room should 
be located away from all windows 
and exterior walls and doors.

Determine if your home is in a 
storm surge evacuation zone. If so, 
learn what needs to be done if you 
evacuate or stay when a storm is 
moving toward your area.

Learn how to prepare your home 
from wind damage before a storm 
threatens your area.

Consider insuring your home or 
business from flood loss.

Make sure that all other aspects 
of your home are as protected from 
hurricanes as possible.

Get many more facts about hur-
ricanes and hurricane safety from 
the National Hurricane Center and 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA).

http://www.floridadisaster.org/
EMTOOLS/Severe/hurricanes.htm
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•	 A gas or diesel fuel tank selling 
for $25 or less; 

•	 A package of AA-cell, C-cell, 
D-cell, 6-volt, or 9-volt batteries, 
excluding automobile and boat 
batteries, selling for $30 or less; 

•	 A non-electric food storage 
cooler selling for $30 or less; 

•	 A portable generator used to 
provide light or communications 
or preserve food in the event of 
a power outage selling for $750 
or less;

•	 Reusable ice selling for $10 or 
less.
Only these items are covered by 

this tax free period. More details on 
the implementation will be forth-
coming from the Department of 
Revenue. However we encour-
age our members to publicize this 
event since we have not had a simi-
lar tax free holiday since 2007. [See 
page 5 for a list of qualifying items 
from the Department of Revenue.]

Back–to-School
Sales Tax Holiday

Period: From 12:01 a.m. August 
1, 2014 through 11:59 p.m. on 
August 3, 2014.

Items Covered:
•	 Clothing, wallets, or bags, 

including handbags, backpacks, 
fanny packs, and diaper bags, 
but excluding briefcases, suit-
cases, and other garment bags, 
having a sales price of $100 or 
less. “Clothing” is defined as 
any article of wearing apparel 
intended to be worn on or about 
the human body, excluding 
watches, watchbands, jewelry, 
umbrellas and handkerchiefs; 
and all footwear, excluding skis, 
swim fins, roller blades and 
skates. 

•	 School supplies having a sales 
price of $15 or less per item. 
“School supplies” means pens, 

pencils, erasers, crayons, note-
books, notebook filler paper, 
legal pads, binders, lunch boxes, 
construction paper, markers, 
folders, poster board, composi-
tion books, poster paper, scis-
sors, cellophane tape, glue or 
paste, rulers, computer disks, 
protractors, compasses, and 
calculators. 

•	 Personal computers or personal 
computer-related accessories on 
the first $750 of the sales price. 
“Personal Computers” includes 
electronic book readers, lap-
tops, desktops, handhelds, tab-
lets, and tower computers. The 
term does not include cellular 
telephones, video game con-
soles, digital media receivers, or 
devices that are not primarily 
designed to process data. “Per-
sonal computer-related acces-
sories” includes keyboards, 
mice, personal digital assistants, 
monitors, peripheral devices 
modems, routers, and non-
recreational software, regard-
less of whether the accessories 
are used with a personal com-
puter base unit. The term does 
not include furniture or systems, 
devices, software, or peripherals 
designed or intended primarily 
for recreational use. “Monitors” 
does not include devices that 
have a television tuner. 
The tax exemptions provided in 

this legislation do not apply to sales 
within a theme park or entertain-
ment complex, a public lodging 
establishment or airport.

Energy Star & WaterSense
Sales Tax Holiday

Period: From 12:01 a.m. on Sep-
tember 19, through 11:59 p.m. on 
September 21, 2014.

Items Covered:
•	 On the first $1,500 of the sales 

price of a new Energy Star or 
WaterSense product. Energy 
Star product means a room air 
conditioner, air purifier, ceil-
ing fan, clothes washer, clothes 
dryer, dehumidifier, dish-
washer, freezer, refrigerator, 
water heater, swimming pool 
pump, or package of light bulbs 
that is designated by the United 
States Environmental Protection 
Agency and the United States 
Department of Energy as meet-
ing or exceeding each agency’s 
requirements under the Energy 
Star program and that is affixed 
with an Energy Star label.

•	 WaterSense product means a 
bathroom sink faucet, faucet 
accessory, high-efficiency toi-
let or urinal, showerhead, or 
weather or sensor-based irriga-
tion controller that is recognized 
as water efficient by the Water-
Sense program sponsored by 
the United States Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and that is 
affixed with a WaterSense label. 

•	 A person is limited to one pur-
chase of each specific type of 
Energy Star or WaterSense prod-
uct with a sales price of $500 or 
more. A second or subsequent 
purchase of a specific type of 
Energy Star or WaterSense prod-
uct with a sales price of $500 or 
more is subject to tax.
This notice is intended to give 

you advance information regarding 
the three Sales Tax Holidays that 
were passed by the 2014 Legislature 
so that you may begin your prepa-
rations for these all important tax 
exempt periods. You should antici-
pate detailed instructions from the 
Department of Revenue in advance 
of the scheduled Sales Tax Holiday 
time periods.



WHAT YOU 
CAN DO

Hurricane  
Season 

is Flood 
Season.

While many immediately think 

of strong winds when they think of 

hurricanes, other accompanying  

effects — storm surge, heavy rains, 

inland flooding — are equally  

destructive and dangerous. Don’t be 

caught off guard this Hurricane Season. 

Get the facts. Know the risks. Take action  

to protect yourself, your family and your 

financial future. 

HEAVY RAINS
Hurricanes and tropical storms 
have the potential to unload 
heavy and sustained rainfall 
which overwhelms drainage  
systems and results in flooding. 

Tropical STorm ida — 2009 
remnants of the tropical storm 
developed into a strong coastal 
storm (nor’easter) that generated  
up to 18 inches of rain in many 
areas and caused major flooding  
along the Atlantic coast. The storm  
caused an estimated $70 million  
in damage in Virginia alone.

INLAND FLOODS 

Coastal communities are not the 
only ones who should prepare for 
hurricane flooding. Hurricanes and 
tropical storms are powerful  
systems with the ability to travel  
far from the initial strike zone.  
Once inland, they continue to bring  
powerful winds and heavy rains.

Hurricane ivan — 2004 
made an initial landfall in the Florida 
Panhandle. The storm continued 
north causing billions in flood  
damage from the Florida Gulf Coast 
to New York.

The Time to Prepare is Now. Gather supplies for your storm kit, make an evacuation plan, strengthen your home against 
storm damage and review your insurance coverages. No flood insurance? Remember: it typically takes 30 days for a new 
flood insurance policy to go into effect, so get your policy now.   
Only Flood Insurance Covers Flood Damage. Most standard homeowners policies do not cover flood damage. Flood insurance 
is affordable. An average flood policy costs about $600 a year, and rates start at just $129 a year for homes in moderate-  
to low-risk areas.  
Visit FloodSmart.gov or call 1-800-427-2419 for more information.

STORM SURGE 

Storm surge is the water that is 
pushed toward the shore by the 
strong winds of a storm. These 
wind-driven waves can cause 
severe flooding in coastal areas. 
Storm surge combined with high 
tides can be extremely dangerous 
and destructive.

Hurricane ike — 2008 
produced a storm surge of nearly 
10 feet at its landfall, overtopping 
the protective sea wall on  
Galveston Island and destroying 
hundreds of homes and businesses. 
Damages from this storm are 
estimated at more than $27 billion. 

April 2011



While flooding is a year-round danger, 

it is a significant threat during hurricane 

season. Hurricanes and tropical storms 

can cause extensive damage on the 

coast and hundreds of miles inland, 

but there are steps residents and 

businesses can take now to reduce 

the impact to their businesses, homes, 

family and finances.

10 TIPS TO reDUCe YOUr rISk

1. Learn your flood risk: Anywhere it 
can rain, it can flood; and anywhere  
it can flood, homes and properties are 
at risk for flood damage. Learn your 
individual flood risk by entering your 
address at FloodSmart.gov.

2. Make sure you have the right insur-
ance coverage: Most homeowners 
insurance polices do not cover flood 
damage, so be sure to consider flood 
insurance for both your structure and 
its contents. There is typically a 30-day 
wait for a flood insurance policy  
to take effect. 

3. Consider mitigating your home:  
There are some simple steps you can 
take to reduce the impact of flood water  
on your home and your belongings.   
For more information about flood  
mitigation options, visit www.FLASH.org.

4. Conduct a home inventory: 
Be sure to keep a record of all major 
household items and valuables. 
Thorough documentation of these 
items is critically important when filing 
your flood insurance claim. For help  
in conducting a home inventory,  
visit www.knowyourstuff.org. 

5. Protect important documents: 
Store copies of irreplaceable 
documents (such as birth certificates, 
passports, etc) in a safe, dry place. 
Keep originals in a safe deposit box. 

6. Build an emergency supply kit: 
Food, bottled water, first aid supplies, 
medicines and a battery-operated 
radio should be ready to go when  
you are. Visit www.ready.gov for a  
complete disaster supply checklist.

7. Plan for evacuation: Plan and 
practice a flood evacuation route.  
Ask someone out of state to be your 
“family contact” in an emergency,  
and make sure everyone knows the  
contact’s address and phone number. 

8. Make a pet plan: Many emergency 
shelters do not allow pets. Make plans 
now for the care of your pets should you  
be required to evacuate your residence.

9. Consider flood insurance: The average 
flood insurance policy premium is about  
$600 a year and provides structure 
and contents coverage. In moderate- 
to low-risk areas, homeowners can 
protect their properties with lower-cost  
Preferred Risk Policies (PRPs) that start  
at just $129 a year. 

10. Visit FloodSmart.gov or call 
1-800-427-2419 to learn more about 
hurricane-related flood risks, safety 
precautions and flood insurance policy 
options. Get protected. You can’t  
afford to wait. 

get  
protected. 
you can’t  
afford  
to wait.
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Home Owner 
Floridian Street 
Pensacola, FL 32526 
 
Dear Mr. & Mrs. /Ms. Home Owner, 
 
The Floridian Board of Directors would like to welcome you to our community. We are very proud of 
our neighborhood and are pleased you chose the Floridian Subdivision as your new home. 
 
The goals of the “Floridian Homeowners Association Board” are:  

! Preserve the beauty and aesthetics of our community 
! Protect our property values in our subdivision 
! Maintain our common areas 
! To be inclusive of all who live here  
! Promote a sense of “Community” 
! Provide a place where all are proud to call home 

 
Your safety, your children’s safety, and the safety of our Community are very important therefore we 
have a Neighborhood Watch Program. The website below has the Neighborhood Watch Calendars and 
other great information for Neighborhood safety. 
www.escambiaso.com/index.php/crime-prevention/neighborhood-watch/neighborhood-watch-
calendar/  

 
The Floridian has a “Newsletter” that is published monthly on our “Website” and is a great way to 
stay connected and informed of events happening in our neighborhood. It also has the contact 
information of your HOA Board of Directors and the Neighborhood Watch Officers. The Floridian 
Website is www.floridianhoa.com 
 
We would like to share some community information that might be helpful to you.  

• Our County Commissioner - Wilson Robertson in District 1 myescambia.com/districts/1 
• Voting Precinct # 26 - St. Annes Catholic Church Family Center 

                                     5200 Saufley Field Rd. Pensacola, FL 32526 
• Schools in our Districts: 

o Elementary School – Bellview Elem. www.bes-ecsd-fl.schoolloop.com/ 850-941-6060 
" Bus Stop – Corner of Cocoa and Tampa 

o Middle School – Bellview MS bms-ecsd-fl.schoolloop.com/ 850-941-6080 
" Bus stop – Northwest Corner of Blue Angel and Cocoa 

o High School – Pine Forest HS pfhs-ecsd-fl.schoolloop.com/ 850-941-6150 
" Bus stop – Northwest Corner of Blue Angel and Cocoa 

 
We are a Covenant Restrictive Neighborhood and to be a voting member of the HOA you must own a 
home in the Floridian, however, the Board of Directors wants to personally invite all who reside 
here to participant in both the HOA meetings and the Neighborhood Watch Program (you do not need 
to own a home to be a NW member).  
 
The HOA Board meets every 4th Tuesday of each month. The Neighborhood Watch meets the 2nd 
Thursday of each month. Both meetings are held at Resurrection Lutheran Church at 6305 Blue 
Angel Pkwy, FL 32526, and it is only about a quarter mile from our Subdivision. 
 
Your thoughts, concerns and input are welcomed and important to us. We all live here; we are all 
neighbors and we all should respect and look at out for each other. 
 
We look forward to meeting you, 
 
 
Floridian Board of Directors 
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Neighborhood News!
Vehicle Break Ins

Earlier this month on June 10 and 11, 
there were three vehicle break-ins 

and one vehicle theft. According to the 
Sheriff ’s Deputies, the individuals who 
are breaking in are looking for vehicles 
with valet keys in them in order to steal 
the vehicle. If items are in the vehicle, 
such as electronic devices, wallets, etc., 
the thieves may or may not steal those 
items. Their primary purpose is to steal 
the vehicle which could then be used in 
the commission of other crimes.

Make sure your vehicles are locked 
and the alarm set, if applicable. This will 
aid in preventing break ins. It won’t pre-
vent them but it may deter the attempt.

Remember to contact the Escambia 
County Sheriff ’s Dispatch at 436-9620 
to report any suspicious activity. Always 
call 911 to report an emergency.

Neighborhood Watch
The Floridian Neighborhood Watch 

meets the second Thursday of each 
month at 6:00 p.m., at the Lutheran 
Church of the Resurrection at 6305 
North Blue Angel Parkway. These meet-
ings are open to all residents of the sub-
division, owners and renters. Periodi-
cally, a guest speaker is scheduled to 
present various topics, such as:
 ■ Fraud—this presentation covers the 

different types of fraud and scams 
and how you can safeguard your per-
sonal information

 ■ Identity Theft—learn about iden-
tity theft, how to prevent it, and 
what to do if you become a victim

 ■ Meth Labs—learn about meth 
labs and their effect on the 
community

 ■ Workplace Violence—learn about 
assessing the risks, management 
being aware, protection, creating 

protective barriers, understanding 
the volatile employee, understand 
the employer’s liability, and how to 
prepare a prevention plan in your 
workplace

Ice Cream Social
The next Neighborhood Watch meet-

ing will be held on July 10, at 7:00 p.m. 
instead of 6:00 p.m. An ice cream social 
will be held during this meeting. It is 
hoped that by changing the time for the 
July meeting and including an ice cream 
social more residents, including chil-
dren, will attend and thus learn more 
about what the Neighborhood Watch is 
all about and how it can help all of us. 
Guest speakers Lt. Mark Chapman and 
Richard Craig from Escambia County 
Animal Control will be present. Make 
plans now to attend!

No Trespassing Signs
At the June meeting of the Florid-

ian Neighborhood Watch, Derrick, from 
the Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office, 
mentioned that a “No Trespassing” sign 
is available for residents to pick up and 
post on their property. Registering with 
ESCO will authorize the Sheriff ’s Depu-
ties to act on the resident’s behalf. The 
Florida Statutes, Chapter 810, Burglary 
and Trespass provides further infor-
mation. In particular, Section 810.09 
(2) (b) basically states that if a person 
is commanded to leave the property by 
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the owner or authorized agent and 
refuses, the person has commit-
ted the offense of trespassing. The 
following is an excerpt of Section 
810.09:

810.09—Trespass on property 
other than structure or 

conveyance.
(1)(a)    A person who, with-

out being authorized, licensed, or 
invited, willfully enters upon or 
remains in any property other than 
a structure or conveyance:

1. As to which notice against 
entering or remaining is given, 
either by actual communication to 
the offender or by posting, fenc-
ing, or cultivation as described in 
s. 810.011; or

2. If the property is the unen-
closed curtilage of a dwelling and 
the offender enters or remains with 

the intent to commit an offense 
thereon, other than the offense of 
trespass, commits the offense of 
trespass on property other than a 
structure or conveyance.

(b) As used in this section, the 
term “unenclosed curtilage” means 
the unenclosed land or grounds, 
and any outbuildings, that are 
directly and intimately adjacent 
to and connected with the dwell-
ing and necessary, convenient, and 
habitually used in connection with 
that dwelling.

Sheriff’s Dispatch and
How to Become a

Neighborhood Watch Member
When solicitors come to your 

door tell them that there is no 
soliciting in the neighborhood and 
that a sign is posted stating such at 
the front entrance. Call the Sheriff ’s 

Dispatch number at 436-9620 to 
report the incident. Keep this num-
ber handy and use it. Make sure 
that you tell them that you are a 
member of the Floridian Neigh-
borhood Watch, if you are a mem-
ber, that is. Remember, just because 
you live in the neighborhood 
doesn’t mean that you are a mem-
ber of the Neighborhood Watch. 
To be a member you must fill out a 
form that is submitted to the Sher-
iff ’s Office for a background check. 
Unless you hear back from the 
Sheriff ’s Office stating that you are 
not eligible, you have been cleared 
to become a member of the Neigh-
borhood Watch. Attend the next 
meeting on July 10 to become a 
member.

Floridian Neighborhood Watch Meeting
& Ice Cream Social

July 10 at 7:00 p.m.
Lutheran Church

6305 North Blue Angel Pkwy
Guest Speakers:

Lt. Mark Chapman and Richard Craig
from Animal Control

How Can I Become More Aware of My Surroundings?
Lose the cell phone. Cut back on 

technology. Walk, bike, or skate-
board, etc. for the short travels. 
Wait to talk to someone face to face 
instead of texting or calling every 
10 minutes. Interact with people 
versus technology. Have real life 
experiences not internet ones.

Grab a bottle of water on a com-
fortable morning and go for a 
walk. Do not take an iPod or cell 
phone. Just head out, breathe and 
think of what you smell…listen to 
the sounds of nature and identify 
them, do the same with man made 
things…that was a new dodge 

charger that reved by. Look around 
and enjoy what you see, look closer 
at the tree and see the squirrels 
gathering food below it. Notice 
the cat by the fence watching you. 
A simple 20-minute walk could 
engross you into a ton of ques-
tions…what kind of cat was that? 
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How much was that dodge charger? 
What do the squirrels eat? What 
cafe did that great smelling break-
fast come from. Now the Internet 
becomes useful to answer some of 
your questions. Find them.

Noticing your surrounding takes 
practice and attention to perfect. 
Each small world you explore is 

knowledge and brings you closer 
to a harmony long lost to many. 
I can barely remember a name at 
first meeting…but the military 
trained me to take a picture in my 
head and remember the details like 
how many people, what clothes, 
who stood out, who was smoking, 
the street name in the background, 

how many exits, type of equipment, 
etc, etc. I reap those benefits more 
so now when I take a walk with one 
of my grandkids and show them 
things.

https://answers.yahoo.com/question/
index?qid=20090124172606AAeZFzg

Bike and Scooter Safety Tips

Our association wants your kids 
to be safe while riding their 

bikes and scooters in our com-
munity, and we recognize that you 
can’t be there to watch them all the 
time. Here are four steps that could 
increase their safety when you’re 
not around.
•	 Teach kids how to fall. Learning 
how to ride correctly is only part 
of what keeps a kid safe. Falls are 
inevitable, and teaching your chil-
dren to fall correctly will prevent 
many serious injuries. Teach them 
to roll on impact, relax their body, 

and try to land on their padded and 
fleshiest parts.
•	 Check equipment. Check bikes 
and scooters for cracks or dents, 
sharp metal parts, jutting edges and 
slippery surfaces. Replace defective 
equipment, consult a professional 
for repairs and apply self-adhe-
sive, non-slip material to slippery 
surfaces.
•	 Make a rule for your kids—one 
person to each piece of equipment. 
They might be less likely to hop on 
a friend’s scooter if they know it’s 
unsafe and that they’ll have to pay 

for replacing it when it breaks.
•	 Require protective equipment. 
Scooters, roller blades, bikes and 
similar equipment cause thou-
sands of injuries—and even some 
deaths—every year. Make sure your 
children are wearing helmets, knee 
pads and elbow pads, especially if 
they are just learning. Buy a hel-
met your kid thinks is cool and you 
know is safe—it’s worth the extra 
money if your child is more likely 
to wear it.

Choosing the Right Type of Mower for Your Lawn
Gregory Woodford-Hayes

You might believe that caring 
for your lawn is really an easy 

job but there is a great deal to con-
sider. It is a very important aspect 
of home maintenance. Lawn care 
consists of cutting the grass every 
week, weeding the front of the 
home and removing the random 
pieces of trash on the property. This 
is something that you could do 
yourself or you could hire someone 
to take care of it for you.

Most lawn care service compa-
nies pricing depends on a number 
of factors including plot size, inten-
sity of work required and what area 
you live in. Usually you will find 
that most basic lawn maintenance 
for an average sized property will 

cost around $30 a week. If you can’t 
afford this then you will want to 
look at investing in some lawn care 
equipment and other garden prod-
ucts. Two of the very best types of 
garden products to help maintain a 
healthy lawn are a lawn mower and 
fertilizers.

An excellent fertilizer that helps 
to promote grass growth and kills 
weeds is the best type to get. These 
usually contain chemical herbi-
cides as well as synthetic fertilizers, 
which will help to do the job. If you 
use these types of fertilizer properly 
then you can have a lovely, green 
lawn.

Nearly everybody has used 
mowers at some stage in their life 

and they’re a familiar sight dur-
ing the summer time. A great lawn 
mower won’t just mow the grass, it 
can help to mulch the cuttings and 
leave your lawn in a healthy state. 
They range in price from a cou-
ple hundred dollars to a few thou-
sand dollars, depending on type, 
make and model. Despite this you 
will find truly only two main types 
of lawn mower, the type that you 
are able to ride or the sort that you 
push. There are other, more sub-
stantial lawn mowers but these 
tend to be used within the farm-
ing industry instead of in everyday 
homes.

It is a great idea to look at 
the various advantages and 

https://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20090124172606AAeZFzg
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Safe Summer Fun
The National Center for Missing & Exploited Chil-

dren recommends that parents and guardians take 
action to keep their children safe during both struc-
tured and unstructured summer activities. The first 
step is to talk to your children. Kids need to know:

•	Neighborhood boundaries and whose homes they 
may visit.

•	Whom to call and where to go in an emergency.
•	Their full name, address, and telephone number.
•	To keep doors locked and not open the door if 

they are home alone.
•	Not to approach a vehicle or accept a ride from 

anyone without your permission.

•	To avoid pools and other bodies of water without 
adult supervision.

•	Their curfew, and to call you if they will be late.
Parents also should remember to:

•	Supervise children at malls, movies, arcades, and 
parks.

•	Choose and screen babysitters with care.
•	 Investigate day care centers and recreational 

camps thoroughly before enrolling your children.
•	Always listen to your children.
For more information, visit The National Center for 

Missing & Exploited Children’s website at www.ncmec.
org.

disadvantages of the various types 
of lawnmowers to ensure that you 
can make the very best decision 
for your house. Among the initial 
steps in the decision process really 
should be, looking at whether an 
electric mower or a petrol mower 
is going to be the right mower for 
you.

If you have a big area of grass 
that you need to mow then you 
might want to look at getting a 
ride on mower, in the event you do 

not then it’s likely to be unneces-
sary, unless you have some sort of 
personal injury that prevents you 
from using a push lawn mower. For 
those who have a large area of lawn 
but your budget won’t quite stretch 
to buy a ride on lawnmower, then 
you might want to look at choosing 
a used one, as you can find plenty 
of bargains.

In the event you have a small 
budget then it could be much 
better to look at buying an 

electric lawnmower. Whilst they 
are cheaper to buy you will want 
to calculate how much it will cost 
you in power bills. In order to have 
a lawn mower that gives a good 
cut, then a gas mower would be a 
better choice than an electric one 
but these can sometimes be more 
expensive.

http://www.articlecity.com/articles/
home_improvement/article_7119.

shtml

Patriot
L. B. Strawn, WW II Vet, July 4, 1976

Two centuries ago our nation was born—To fight 
to the finish our forefathers had sworn, And now, 
over many a patriot’s grave We can sing, “Land of 
the free and home of the brave”.

They gave this heritage to everyone, Using sword 
and cannon and musket gun; Marching o’er fields 
where blood ran red, Over the bodies of comrades, 
dead.

In summer’s humid and stifling heat—Mostly 
forward and seldom retreat. In dreaded cold of win-
ter’s snow; Always onward to meet the foe.

In hunger, in thirst, with battle wound, In ago-
nizing strife, with scarcely a sound Of complaint 
o’er the lot of a soldier, brave, Marching onward into 
many a grave.

Often weary or fevered and ill, Lack of clothing 
against winter’s chill, Lack of munitions, with which 
to fight, But, fight they did, with all of their might.

Some gave their wealth but gained their fame, 
And, with all who fought, gained a name. “Patriot!” 
It rings, as it flies through the land. “Patriot!” Won-
derful name, so grand.

That’s right!! They gave for you and me; Died 
that America might be free. Let’s vow to keep it that 
way—you and I. And, for this great land, be willing 
to die.

“Patriot!!” Are we worthy of the name? “Patriot!!” 
Like those of old, are we the same? Would we 
uphold their traditions, true? I know that I would—
would you????

http://www.ncmec.org
http://www.articlecity.com/articles/home_improvement/article_7119.shtml
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Citizens Law Enforcement Academy

Sheriff David Morgan invites you to 
attend the Citizens Law Enforce-

ment Academy which begins on August 
7. CLEA Class #34 marks 17 years of 
commitment to educate and inform the 
community about the activities of the 
Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office. You’ll 
learn about various aspects of our mis-
sion and how to best utilize services.

The weekly Thursday evening classes 
are instructed by subject matter experts 
and cover Major Crimes, Patrol, Dis-
patch, Mounted Unit, Narcotics, Sex 
Offenders, SWAT, Crime Scene and 
more. Questions are encouraged in an 
exciting and interactive environment. 
Information is updated and you are wel-
come to attend more than once.

The 10 weekly classes meet at the 
Sheriff ’s Office Administration building, 
located at 1700 West Leonard Street, at 
5:00 p.m. starting Thursday August 7. 
A complementary meal is served and 
classes begin at 6:00 p.m. and end by 
9:00 p.m. Dress is casual. A class note-
book will be provided. Please bring a 
pen so that you may take notes should 
you so desire.

If you will be attending, please 
respond to this e-mail and let us know 
your name and address. We will be 

mailing graduation photos to you after 
the completion of CLEA #34 in Octo-
ber. Should you wish a spouse or family 
member over 16 to attend please include 
their names in the reply e-mail as well.

Looking forward to your participa-
tion in this informative seminar.

David Craig FCPP
Crime Prevention Practitioner, 

State of Florida
Coordinator, Community Services 

Unit
BOCC Liaison
Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office
1700 West Leonard St.
Pensacola, Florida 32501
(850) 436-9281 Office
(850) 554-1401 Cell
(800) 707-0275 Fax
gcraig@escambiaso.com

Floridian Neighborhood Watch Meeting
August 14 at 6:00 p.m.

Board of Directors’ Meeting
 August 26 at 6:00 p.m.

Lutheran Church — 6305 North Blue Angel Parkway

The cut-off date for signing up 
for this training may have passed. 
If it has, make plans for the next 
training which is usually held in 
early spring of each year. Contact 
David Craig if you are interested in 
attending this training in the future.
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2014 Elections—Federal, State, and Local Elections
August 26, 2014: Primary Election
•	 Registration deadline is July 28, 2014
•	 Absentee request deadline is August 20, 2014

November 4, 2014: General Election
•	 Registration deadline is October 6, 2014
•	 Absentee request deadline is October 29, 2014

Update Voter Information and Online Application
•	 If you use the online form, you must print, and sign the completed form.
•	 For a .pdf copy of a blank application, go to http://www.escambiavotes.com/update-my-info.

Sample Ballots
•	 Floridian Sub-division is in Precinct 26
•	 Sample ballots can be viewed at: http://www.escambiavotes.com/sample-ballots

Early Voting Dates and Times for the Primary
•	 Saturday, August 16 – Saturday, August 23—8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. each day
•	 Early voting locations: http://www.escambiavotes.com/early-voting-locations

Contact Escambia County Supervisor of Elections Office
Street Address:
213 Palafox Place, 2nd Floor
Pensacola, FL 32502
Mailing Address:
PO Box 12601
Pensacola, FL 32591
Phone: 850-595-3900
Fax: 850-595-3914
Toll Free: 1-877-595-VOTE (8683)
Email: soe@escambiavotes.com
Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., M-F
TDD: 850-595-3913

Goodbye Clip, Hello Click

Before you head out to the gro-
cery store or the mall, do a little 

web browsing for online coupons 
that can save you a bundle. Accord-
ing to the Promotion Market-
ing Association Coupon Council, 
the average savings per coupon is 
$1.15.

Most online coupon sites are 
searchable by brand name or prod-
uct category, which allows you 
to find coupons quickly for the 

specific items on your list—a big 
plus for list shoppers. If you’re 
headed to a particular store, be sure 
to check that store’s website for spe-
cial offers. Well-known product 
manufacturers have printable cou-
pons listed on their websites.

Of course, you’ll need to print 
the coupons to take with you, 
but the online versions are eas-
ier to find and there’s no clipping 
involved. Some sites will require 

you to download software to print 
the coupons. This is necessary for 
the barcode to print correctly and 
scan easily at the checkout counter.

Most sites will want you to reg-
ister using your e-mail address. If 
you’re a serious coupon user, this 
can be good, since the sites will 
provide customized information 
and incentives based on your favor-
ite brands.

Entering “free coupons” or 

Voting Location
St. Anne’s Catholic Church

Family Life Center
5200 Saufley Field Road
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2014 Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday

The Department of Revenue has issued a Tax Information Publication (TIP) with details on Florida’s 
upcoming Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday, August 1 through August 3, 2014.

New This Year: The sales tax exemption for clothing items is increased to $100 or less per item from 
$75 or less per item in 2013. The sales tax exemption for personal computers and certain computer-related 
accessories will be on the first $750 of the sales price rather than $750 or less per item in 2013.

To view the complete TIP, click on this link.

Escambia County School District
Back to School Information for 2014-15 School Year

Pertinent information relating 
to students returning to school 

on August 18, 2014, may be found 
on the main page of the Escambia 
County School District’s website.  
Parents and interested citizens will 
find the following information:

 Ӳ School start times
 Ӳ Supply lists
 Ӳ Orientation dates and times
 Ӳ Registration and health 

requirements

 Ӳ School meals
 Ӳ Transportation information
 Ӳ Find your School Zone

The Escambia County School 
District is located at http://ecsd-
fl.schoolloop.com. The “Back to 
School” icon is located near the 
top right hand side of the main 
webpage.

School Registration
When you register be sure to 

bring:
 Ӳ Child’s birth 

certificate
 Ӳ Child’s social 

security card
 Ӳ Proof of residence such as 

an electric bill or rent receipt 
(telephone and cable bills are 
not acceptable)

 Ӳ Immunization Record (also 
known as the Florida Blue 
Card, which is provided by 
the Health Department or 
family physician)

 Ӳ Physical form completed by 
family physician

 Ӳ Most recent report card, tran-
script, and test scores, if avail-
able, are helpful for appro-

priate placement at the 
secondary level.

For more detailed 
information contact your 
child’s school.

“grocery coupons,” in your web 
browser will bring up thousands of 
sites, all offering similar basics; and 
each one usually has a few extras or 
special features. For example, one 
may e-mail coupons to you for gro-
cery stores in your neighborhood 
based on your zip code. Another 
will invite you to sign up to receive 
free samples of your favorite prod-
ucts in the mail. Websites and 

features seem almost endless, so 
it’s easy to find a few you like. For 
example, typical sites include:

www.ShopAtHome.com. This 
site lists stores alphabetically, so 
you can look for deals and coupons 
before leaving home. It offers finan-
cial incentives for joining.

www.eBates.com. Joining this 
site earns you rebates when you 
shop at certain online stores.

www. yadahome.com. This site 
allows you to create your grocery 
list online and then searches for 
matching coupons.

Beware of websites “selling” 
coupons. Some are legitimate, but 
many are fraudulent. Consider-
ing how many websites have free 
coupons, you may never face this 
problem.

Watch Out 
for Children 

Waiting for the 
School Bus!
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“V” is for “Veteran” on Florida Driver Licenses

In 2011, Gov. Rick Scott signed 
House Bill 1165 to recognize 

and honor Florida veterans who 
honorably served their nation. 
Veterans who live in the Sunshine 
State now can add a veteran des-
ignation to their driver license or 
identification card. 

The blue “V” on the driver 
license indicates the license 
holder is a military veteran. 
DHSMV Executive Director Julie 
Jones demonstrated what the vet-
eran designation would look like 
on the driver license or identifica-
tion card, which is simply a blue 
“V” on the bottom portion of the 
card. “The Department is hon-
ored to provide this service to our 
military veterans as a way to show 
our gratitude for their service to 
our nation,” Jones added. Jones 
explained what veterans should 
bring with them when they visit a 
driver license office to replace or 
renew their credential. To add the 

“V” to a license or ID card, veterans 
can visit any Florida driver license 
office, to include those operated by 
county tax collectors. They should 
plan to:

 ӽ Present their DD-214, which 
shows their honorable dis-
charge from active duty.

 ӽ Pay a one-time $1 fee, in ad-
dition to the replacement or 
renewal fee.

 ӽ Visit www.GatherGoGet.com 
to ensure they have all the 
other documents required.

Veterans who need to obtain a 
copy of their DD-214, may request 

it through the National Archives, 
which provides information on 
how to make the request online 
at www.archives.gov/veterans/
military-service-records/. “This is 
a wonderful way to honor Flori-
da’s more than 1.6 million veter-
ans, who have served our nation 
honorably,” said Executive Direc-
tor of the Florida Department of 

Veterans’ Affairs, retired Army Col. 
Mike Prendergast.

Do You Know Where Your Dog Is?

“There’s a myth we often hear 
at the Postal Service,” said 

Postal Service Manager of Safety 
Linda DeCarlo. “ ‘Don’t worry —
my dog won’t bite.’ Dog attacks 
are a nationwide issue and not 
just a postal problem. Any dog 
can bite and all attacks are pre-
ventable through responsible pet 
ownership.”

During the year 2013, a total 
of 5,581 postal employees were 
attacked by dogs. Here are some 
tips for consumers.

 . If a letter carrier delivers mail 
or packages to your front 
door, place your dog into a 
separate room and close the 
door before opening the front 

door. Dogs have been known 
to burst through screen doors 
or plate-glass windows to get 
at strangers.

 . Dog owners should remind 
their children about the 
need to keep the family dog 
secured. Parents should 
remind their children not to 
take mail directly from letter 
carriers in the presence of the 
family pet as the dog may see 
handing mail to a child as a 
threatening gesture.

 . The Postal Service places the 
safety of its employees as a 
top priority. If a letter carrier 
feels threatened by a vicious 
dog or if a dog is running 

loose, the owner may be 
asked to pick up the mail at 
the Post Office until the car-
rier is assured the pet has 
been restrained. If the dog is 
roaming the neighborhood, 
the pet owner’s neighbors 
may be asked to pick up their 
mail at the Post Office as well.

The top three rankings of dog 
attacks on Postal workers in 2013 
are: Houston, TX 64; Los Angeles, 
CA 61; and Cleveland, OH 58.

—Panhandle Postal Customer Council 
Newsletter, July 2014

To read the full article:
http://about.usps.com/news/national-

releases/2014/pr14_032.htm

Contact Escambia 
County Sheriff’s 

Dispatch
to report any 

suspicious activity
436-9620

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/
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2014 Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday
August 1 through August 3, 2014

TIP #14A01-04
Date Issued:

07/01/14

Tax Information Publication

What’s New About the 2014 Sales Tax Holiday?
The sales tax exemption for clothing items is increased to $100 or less per item from $75 or less per item in 
2013.  The sales tax exemption for personal computers and certain computer-related accessories will be on the 
first $750 of the sales price rather than $750 or less per item in 2013.

Notice to Businesses with Multiple Locations
This publication is being mailed to the main office of your business.  This publication was not mailed to each of 
your locations.  Please be sure to notify all of your individual store locations about this sales tax holiday and the 
specific provisions in this publication.  A list of the eligible items and a copy of this publication are available on 
our website: www.myflorida.com/dor

During this holiday period, Florida law directs that no sales tax or local option tax (also known as discretionary 
sales surtax) will be collected on purchases of:
•	 Clothing, footwear, and certain accessories selling for $100 or less per item,
•	 Certain school supplies selling for $15 or less per item, and
•	 Personal computers and certain computer-related accessories on the first $750 of the sales price, when 

purchased for noncommercial home or personal use.

This holiday begins at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, August 1, 2014, and ends at 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, August 3, 2014.

This holiday does not apply to:
•	 Any item of clothing selling for more than $100;
•	 Any school supply item selling for more than $15;
•	 Books that are not otherwise exempt;
•	 Rentals or leases of any of these items;
•	 Repairs or alterations of any of these items; or
•	 Sales of clothing, school supplies, or computers and    

computer-related accessories in a theme park, entertainment 
complex, public lodging establishment, or airport.

Reference: Section 22, Chapter 2014-38, Laws of Florida

For a list of 
qualifying items, 

scan this QR code.

Articles Normally Sold as a Unit
Articles normally sold as a unit must continue to 
be sold in that manner; they cannot be separately 
priced and sold as individual items to get the sales 
tax exemption.

Sets Having Exempt and Taxable Items
When tax-exempt items are normally sold together 
with taxable merchandise as a set or single unit, the 
sales price of the set or unit is subject to sales tax.

Gift Cards
The sale of a gift card is not taxable.  A gift card 
does not reduce the selling price of an item.  Eligible 
items purchased during the holiday period using a 
gift card will qualify for the exemption, regardless 
of when the gift card was purchased.  Eligible items 
purchased with a gift card after the holiday period 
are taxable, even if the gift card was purchased 
during the holiday period.
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Buy One, Get One Free or for a Reduced Price
The total price of items advertised as “buy one, get 
one free,” or “buy one, get one for a reduced price,” 
cannot be averaged for both items to qualify for the 
exemption.

Exchanging a Purchase after the Holiday Expires
When a customer purchases an eligible item during 
the holiday period, then later exchanges the item for 
the same item (e.g., different size or different color), 
no tax will be due even if the exchange is made after 
the holiday period.

When a customer purchases an eligible item during 
the holiday period, then later returns the item and 
receives credit on the purchase of a different item, 
the new item purchased is subject to sales tax.

Coupons, Discounts, and Rebates
The sales price of an item includes all consideration 
received by the retailer for that item.  The price of an 
item is not limited to the amount paid by a customer.  
A coupon, discount, or rebate offered by the retail 
seller reduces the sales price of an item because it 
reduces the total amount received by the retail seller 
for the item.

When a retailer is reimbursed for the amount of any 
discount created by a manufacturer’s coupon, discount, 
or rebate, the amount of the reimbursement is included 
in the taxable sales price of the item.

Rain Checks
Eligible items purchased during the holiday period 
using a rain check will qualify for the exemption 
regardless of when the rain check was issued.  
However, issuance of a rain check during the 
holiday period will not qualify an eligible item for the 
exemption if the item is purchased after the holiday 
period.

Layaway Sales
A layaway sale is a transaction where merchandise 
is set aside for future delivery to a customer who 
makes a deposit, agrees to pay the balance of the 

purchase price over a period of time, and receives 
the merchandise at the end of the payment period.
Eligible items sold as layaway sales qualify for the 
exemption when the customer:

•	 Takes delivery of the merchandise during the 
holiday period, or

•	 Puts an eligible item on layaway, even if final 
payment is made after the holiday period.

Mail-Order Sales
Eligible items purchased by mail order, catalog, or 
through the Internet are exempt when the order is 
accepted by the company during the holiday period 
for immediate shipment, even if delivery is made 
after the holiday period.

Shipping and Handling
When shipping and handling charges are part of 
the sales price of an item, and multiple items are 
shipped on a single invoice or receipt, the shipping 
and handling charge must be fairly assigned to each 
item on the invoice or receipt to determine if an item 
is exempt during the holiday.

Service Warranties
The taxation of any charges for a service warranty 
contract will depend on the taxability of the product 
being sold.  If the retail sale of an item is exempt 
from tax, the charge for a service warranty sold with 
the item is exempt.

Recordkeeping
Sales of eligible items sold during the holiday period 
should be reported as exempt sales on your sales 
tax return.

For Bay County Dealers Only
Panama City and Panama City Beach impose a 
1% merchant’s license fee or tax on retailers.  The 
merchant’s license fee is included in the sales price 
of each item.  If the fee is separately stated, it must 
be assigned to the sales price of each item on the 
invoice to determine if an item is exempt during the 
holiday.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
This document is intended to alert you to the requirements contained in Florida laws and administrative 
rules.  It does not by its own effect create rights or require compliance.

For forms and other information, visit our website at www.myflorida.com/dor or call Taxpayer Services, 
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., ET, Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, at 800-352-3671.

For a detailed written response to your questions, write the Florida Department of Revenue, Taxpayer 
Services, MS 3-2000, 5050 W Tennessee Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0112.

E-Services - To file and pay sales and use tax electronically (e-file and e-pay), visit our website.
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Clothing
The following is a list of clothing and accessory items and their taxable status during the tax-free period. 
No tax is due on the sale or purchase of any article of clothing, wallet, or bag, including handbags, 
backpacks, fanny packs, and diaper bags, but excluding briefcases, suitcases, and other garment bags, 
with a selling price of $100 or less per item. (This list is not all-inclusive.)

“Clothing” means any article of wearing apparel, including all footwear (except skis, swim fins, roller 
blades, and skates) intended to be worn on or about the human body.  Clothing does not include 
watches, watch bands, jewelry, umbrellas, or handkerchiefs. 

This exemption does not apply to sales of clothing, wallets, or bags in a theme park, entertainment 
complex, public lodging establishment, or airport.

•	 Accessories (generally)
 » Barrettes and bobby pins 
 »  Belt buckles
 »  Bow ties
 »  Hairnets, bows, clips,         

and hairbands
 »  Handbags
 »  Neckwear
 »  Ponytail holders
 »  Scarves
 »  Ties
 »  Wallets

•	 Aerobic/Fitness clothing
•	 Aprons/Clothing shields
•	 Athletic supporters
•	 Baby clothes
•	 Backpacks
•	 Bandanas
•	 Baseball cleats
•	 Bathing suits, caps, and       

cover-ups
•	 Belts
•	 Bibs
•	 Blouses
•	 Book bags
•	 Boots (except ski boots)
•	 Bowling shoes (purchased)
•	 Braces and supports worn to 

correct or alleviate a physical 
incapacity or injury*

•	 Bras
•	 Caps and hats
•	 Choir and altar clothing*
•	 Cleated and spiked shoes
•	 Clerical vestments*
•	 Coats and wraps
•	 Coin purses
•	 Costumes
•	 Coveralls
•	 Diaper bags

•	 Diapers, diaper inserts (adult 
and baby, cloth or disposable)

•	 Dresses
•	 Employee uniforms
•	 Fanny packs
•	 Fishing vests (nonflotation)
•	 Formal clothing (purchased)
•	 Gloves (generally)

 »  Dress (purchased)
 »  Garden
 »  Leather
 »  Work

•	 Graduation caps and gowns
•	 Gym suits and uniforms
•	 Hats
•	 Hosiery, including support 

hosiery
•	 Hunting vests
•	 Insoles
•	 Jackets
•	 Jeans
•	 Lab coats
•	 Leg warmers
•	 Leotards and tights
•	 Lingerie
•	 Martial arts attire
•	 Overshoes and rubber shoes
•	 Pants
•	 Panty hose
•	 Purses
•	 Raincoats, rain hats, and 

ponchos 
•	 Receiving blankets
•	 Religious clothing*
•	 Robes
•	 Safety clothing
•	 Safety shoes
•	 Scout uniforms
•	 Shawls and wraps
•	 Shirts

•	 Shoe inserts
•	 Shoes (including athletic)
•	 Shoulder pads (e.g., dresses or 

jackets)
•	 Shorts
•	 Ski suits (snow)
•	 Skirts
•	 Sleepwear, nightgowns, and 

pajamas
•	 Slippers
•	 Slips
•	 Socks
•	 Sports uniforms (except pads, 

helmets)
•	 Suits, slacks, and jackets
•	 Suspenders
•	 Sweatbands
•	 Sweaters
•	 Swim suits and trunks
•	 Ties (neckties - all)
•	 Tights
•	 Tuxedos (excluding rentals)
•	 Underclothes
•	 Uniforms (work, school, and 

athletic - excluding pads)
•	 Vests
•	 Vintage clothing
•	 Work clothes and uniforms

* These items are already exempt as religious, prescription, prosthetic, or orthopedic items.

For a list of qualifying clothing and 
accessory items, scan this QR code.

Examples of Exempt Clothing Items:
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•	Accessories (generally)
 » Handkerchiefs
 » Jewelry
 » Key cases
 » Watch bands
 » Watches

•	Athletic gloves
•	Athletic pads
•	Bowling shoes (rented)
•	Briefcases
•	Checkbook covers (separate from 

wallets)
•	Chest protectors
•	Cloth and lace, knitting yarns, and 

other fabrics
•	Clothing repair items, such as 

thread, buttons, tapes, iron-on 
patches, zippers

•	Corsages and boutonnieres
•	Cosmetic bags
•	Crib blankets
•	Diving suits (wet and dry)
•	Duffel bags
•	Elbow pads

Examples of Taxable Clothing Items:
•	Fins
•	Fishing boots (waders)
•	Football pads
•	Formal clothing (rented)
•	Garment bags
•	Gloves (generally)

 » Baseball
 » Batting
 » Bicycle
 » Golf
 » Hockey
 » Rubber
 » Surgical
 » Tennis

•	Goggles (except prescription*)
•	Hard hats
•	Helmets (bicycle**, baseball, 

football, hockey, motorcycle, sports)
•	 Ice skates
•	 In-line skates
•	Key chains
•	Knee pads
•	Life jackets and vests
•	Luggage

•	Make-up bags
•	Pads (football, hockey, soccer, 

elbow, knee, shoulder)
•	Paint or dust masks
•	Patterns
•	Protective masks (athletic)
•	Rented clothing (including uniforms, 

formal wear, and costumes)
•	Repair of wearing apparel
•	Roller blades
•	Roller skates
•	Safety glasses (except prescription*)
•	Shaving kits/bags
•	Shin guards and padding
•	Shoulder pads (football, hockey, sports)
•	Ski boots (snow)
•	Ski vests (water)
•	Skin diving suits
•	Suitcases
•	Sunglasses (except prescription*)
•	Swimming masks
•	Umbrellas
•	Weight-lifting belts
•	Wigs

 * These items are already exempt as religious, prescription, prosthetic, or orthopedic items.
   ** Effective July 1, 2014, bicycle helmets marketed for use by youth are exempt from sales tax.

School Supplies
The following is a list of school supplies and their taxable status during the tax-free period. No tax is due on 
the sale or purchase of any school supply item with a selling price of $15 or less per item.  This exemption 
does not apply to sales of school supplies in a theme park, entertainment complex, public lodging 
establishment, or airport.

“School supplies” means pens, pencils, erasers, crayons, notebooks, notebook filler paper, legal pads, 
binders, lunch boxes, construction paper, markers, folders, poster board, composition books, poster paper, 
scissors, cellophane tape, glue, paste, rulers, computer disks, protractors, compasses, and calculators.

Examples of Exempt School Supply Items:
•	 Binders
•	 Calculators
•	 Cellophane (transparent) tape
•	 Colored pencils
•	 Compasses
•	 Composition books
•	 Computer disks (blank CDs only)
•	 Construction paper
•	 Crayons
•	 Erasers
•	 Folders
•	 Glue (stick and liquid)

•	 Highlighters
•	 Legal pads
•	 Lunch boxes
•	 Markers
•	 Notebook filler paper
•	 Notebooks
•	 Paste
•	 Pencils, including mechanical 

and refills
•	 Pens, including felt, ballpoint, 

fountain, highlighters, and refills
•	 Poster board

•	 Poster paper
•	 Protractors
•	 Rulers
•	 Scissors

Examples of Taxable School Supply Items:
•	 Books that are not otherwise 

exempt
•	 Computer paper
•	 Correction tape, fluid, or pens

•	 Masking tape
•	 Printer paper
•	 Staplers
•	 Staples 

For a list of qualifying school 
supply items, scan this QR code.
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Computers and computer-related accessories
Personal computers and certain computer-related accessories may qualify for the exemption. The following is a list of 
personal computers and computer-related accessories, and their taxable status during the tax-free period.  The exemption 
applies to the first $750 of the sales price of a qualified item, when purchased for noncommercial home or personal 
use.  This exemption does not apply to sales of personal computers or computer-related accessories for use in a trade or 
business; or to sales in a theme park, entertainment complex, public lodging establishment, or airport.

“Personal computer” means an electronic device that accepts information in digital or similar form and manipulates 
such information for a result based on a sequence of instructions.  The term includes any electronic book reader, laptop, 
desktop, handheld, tablet, or tower computer but does not include cellular telephones, video game consoles, digital media 
receivers, or devices that are not primarily designed to process data.

“Personal computer-related accessories” includes keyboards, mice (mouse devices), personal digital assistants, 
monitors, other peripheral devices, modems, routers, and nonrecreational software, regardless of whether the accessories 
are used in association with a personal computer base unit.  Computer-related accessories do not include furniture or 
systems, devices, software, or peripherals that are designed or intended primarily for recreational use.  The term “monitor” 
does not include a device that includes a television tuner.

Examples of Exempt Computer Items:
•	 Cables (for computers)
•	 Car adaptors (for laptop 

computers)
•	 Central processing units (CPU)
•	 Compact disk drives
•	 Computer for noncommercial 

home or personal use
 » Desktop
 » Laptop
 » Tablet

•	 Computer batteries
•	 Computer towers consisting of a 

central processing unit, random-
access memory, and a storage 
drive

•	 Data storage devices (excludes 
those devices designed for use in 
digital cameras or other taxable 
items)
 » Blank CDs

 » Diskettes
 » Flash drives
 » Jump drives
 » Memory cards
 » Portable hard drives
 » Storage drives
 » Thumb drives
 » Zip drives

•	 Docking stations (for computers)
•	 Electronic book readers
•	 Hard drives
•	 Headphones (including “earbuds”)
•	 Ink cartridges (for computer 

printers)
•	 Keyboards (for computers)
•	 Mice (mouse devices)
•	 Microphones (for computers)
•	 Modems
•	 Monitors (except devices that 

include a television tuner)

•	 Motherboards
•	 Personal digital assistant devices 

(except cellular telephones)
•	 Port replicators
•	 Printer cartridges
•	 Printers (including “all-in-one” 

models)
•	 RAM - random access memory
•	 Routers
•	 Scanners
•	 Software (nonrecreational)

 » Antivirus
 » Database
 » Educational
 » Financial
 » Word processing

•	 Speakers (for computers)
•	 Storage drives (for computers)
•	 Tablets
•	 Web cameras

Examples of Taxable Computer Items:
•	 Batteries (regular)***
•	 Cases for electronic devices 

(including electronic reader 
covers)

•	 CDs/DVDs (music, voice,          
pre-recorded items)

•	 Cellular telephones (including 
smart telephones)

•	 Computer bags
•	 Computers designed/intended 

for recreation (games and toys)
•	 Computer paper
•	 Copy machines and copier ink/

toner
•	 Digital cameras
•	 Digital media receivers

•	 Fax machines - stand alone
•	 Furniture
•	 Game controllers (joysticks, 

nunchucks)
•	 Game systems and consoles
•	 Games and gaming software
•	 MP3 players or accessories
•	 Projectors
•	 Rented computers or      

computer-related accessories
•	 Smart telephones
•	 Surge protectors
•	 Tablet cases or covers
•	 Televisions (including digital 

media receivers)
•	 Video game consoles

For a list of qualifying computers 
and computer-related accessories,     

scan this QR code.

*** Batteries for use in prosthetic or orthopedic appliances are already exempt from tax.
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How to Prepare for the Worst

September is National Preparedness 
Month. Take simple steps to prepare 

for emergencies in your homes, busi-
nesses and schools. Think first about the 
basics of survival—fresh water, food, 
clean air and warmth, according to the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Securi-
ty’s Ready Campaign.

Here are some items recommended 
for a basic emergency supply kit:

 ➵ Water, one gallon of water per per-
son per day for at least three days, 
for drinking and sanitation

 ➵ Food, at least a three-day supply of 
non-perishable food

 ➵ Battery-powered or hand crank 
radio and a NOAA Weather Radio 
with tone alert and extra batteries 
for each

 ➵ Flashlight and extra batteries
 ➵ First aid kit
 ➵ Whistle to signal for help
 ➵ Dust mask, to help filter contami-
nated air and plastic sheeting and 
duct tape to shelter-in-place

 ➵ Moist towelettes, garbage bags and 
plastic ties for personal sanitation

 ➵ Wrench or pliers to turn off 
utilities

 ➵ Can opener for food (if kit con-
tains canned food)

 ➵ Local maps
 ➵ You might consider adding 
these additional items:

 ➵ Prescription medications and 
glasses

 ➵ Infant formula and diapers
 ➵ Food and extra water for your 
pet

 ➵ Important family documents 
such as copies of insurance 
policies, identification and 
bank account records in a 
waterproof, portable container

 ➵ Cash or traveler’s checks and 
change

 ➵ Emergency reference material 
such as a first aid book or similar 
information from www.ready.gov

 ➵ Sleeping bag or warm blanket for 
each person

 ➵ Complete change of clothing 
including a long-sleeved shirt, 
long pants and sturdy shoes. Con-
sider additional clothing if you live 
in a cold-weather climate.

 ➵ Household chlorine bleach and 
medicine dropper. When diluted 
nine parts to one part water and 
bleach can be used as a disinfec-
tant. Or in an emergency, you can 
use it to treat water by using 16 
drops of regular household liquid 
bleach per gallon of water. Do not 
use scented, color safe or bleaches 
with added cleaners.

 ➵ Fire extinguisher
 ➵ Personal hygiene items
 ➵ Paper cups, plates and towels and 
plastic utensils

 ➵ Paper and pencils
 ➵ Books, games, puzzles and other 
activities for adults and children.

For more information, visit www.
ready.gov

Floridian Neighborhood 
Watch Meeting

September 11 at 6:00 p.m.

Board of Directors’ Meeting
 September 23 at 6:00 p.m.

Lutheran Church
6305 North Blue Angel Pkwy

mailto:aquietwind_irene@cox.net
mailto:Jpp54@cox.net
mailto:Annette_omietanski@yahoo.com
http://www.centregroupproperties.com/
mailto:floridianhoa.gmail.com
http://www.floridianhoa.com
http://www.ready.gov
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Be Prepared for Disasters

If you think hurricanes, wildfires, 
tornadoes and floods won’t hap-

pen to you or that you don’t need 
to insure against these disasters, 
you’re among the nearly half of U.S. 
homeowners and renters who lack 
the insurance coverage to deal with 
potential losses, according to the 
National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC).

In a recent NAIC national sur-
vey, about 48 percent of homeown-
ers and renters said they did not 
have an inventory of their posses-
sions. Of those who reported hav-
ing a checklist, 32 percent had not 
taken any pictures and 58 percent 
had no receipts validating the cost 
of their possessions. In addition, 44 
percent of respondents acknowl-
edged that they had not stored their 
inventory in a separate location.

Here are some tips from the 
NAIC to help you prepare for 
disasters:
 ӹ Take an inventory of your valu-

ables and belongings. This 
should include taking photo-
graphs or a video of each room. 
This documentation will pro-
vide your insurance company 
with proof of your belongings 
and help to process claims more 
quickly in the event of disaster.

 ӹ To enable filing claims more 
quickly, keep sales receipts and 
canceled checks. Also note the 
model and serial numbers of the 
items in your home inventory.

 ӹ As you acquire more valuables 
such as jewelry or antiques, con-
sider purchasing an additional 
floater or rider to your policy to 
cover these special items. These 
types of items typically are not 
covered by a basic homeowner’s 
or renter’s insurance policy.

 ӹ Remember to include in your 
home inventory those items you 
rarely use such as holiday deco-
rations, sports equipment and 
tools.

 ӹ Store copies of all your insur-
ance policies in a safe loca-
tion away from your home that 
is easily accessible in case of 
disaster. You may want to store 
your policies and inventory in a 
waterproof, fireproof box or in a 
safe location such as a bank safe 
deposit box.

 ӹ Consider leaving a copy of your 
inventory with relatives, friends 
or your insurance provider and 

store digital pictures in your 
e-mail or on a website for easy 
retrieval.

 ӹ Know what is and is not cov-
ered by your insurance policy. 
You might need additional pro-
tection depending on where 
you live. Make sure your poli-
cies are up to date. Contact your 
insurance provider annually to 
review and update your insur-
ance policy.

 ӹ Keep a readily available list 
of 24-hour contact informa-
tion for each of your insurance 
providers.

 ӹ Find out if your possessions 

On Street Parking Rules
1. No parking exceeding 48 hours.
2. Should you require longer than 48 hours send a request for 

waiver to:
Centre Group Properties, Inc. (CGP)
4400 Bayou Boulevard, Suite 35
Pensacola, FL 32503
Phone – 850-484-2684 / Fax – 850-474-3551
E-mail: tina@CentreGroupProperties.com

3. If you have guests extending 48 hours please contact CGP.

Questions and Answers about Parking
Q: Why can’t we park on the street?
A: The association’s roads are subject to local regulations that specify 
the space needed for access by emergency vehicles. When cars are 
parked on the street, there isn’t enough clearance for fire trucks to 
maneuver.
Q: What gives the association the right to tell me where and how to 
park?
A: When you purchased your home, you entered into a contractual 
agreement with the association to abide by its covenants. Those cov-
enants include bylaws that empower the Board to adopt and enforce 
rules they believe are necessary for everyone’s good. The park-
ing policy explains the parking rules and specifies procedures for 
enforcing them; not only is the Board allowed to develop the policy, 
it’s legally obligated to do so.
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are insured for the actual cash 
value or the replacement cost. 
Actual cash value is the amount 
it would take to repair or replace 
your home and possessions after 
depreciation, while replace-
ment cost is the amount it would 
take to repair or replace your 
home or possessions without 

deducting for depreciation. 
Speak with your insurance pro-
vider to determine whether pur-
chasing replacement coverage is 
worth the cost.

 ӹ Speak with your insurance pro-
vider to find out if your policy 
covers additional living expenses 
for a temporary residence if you 

are unable to live in your home 
due to damage from a disaster.

 ӹ Appraise your home periodically 
to make sure your insurance 
policy reflects home improve-
ments or renovations. Con-
tact your insurance provider to 
update your policy.

http://www.insureuonline.org/.

2014 Hurricane Season
September is the most active month of the hurricane season. 
So far there have been three named hurricanes. Do not become 
complacent thinking that there won’t be any hurricanes that 
come our way. For those who were here in 2004, remember 
Hurricane Ivan! If you are not prepared for a hurricane get 
prepared now. If you don’t know what to do to get prepared go 
to Be Ready Escambia. Don’t wait until the last minute to get 
prepared.

Arthur
Bertha
Cristobal
Dolly
Edouard
Fay
Gonzalo

Hanna
Isaias
Josephine
Kyle
Laura
Marco
Nana

Omar
Paulette
Rene
Sally
Teddy
Vicky
Wilfred

2014 Hurricane Names

Watch Out 
for Children 
Waiting for 

the School Bus!

Rules for Getting On and Off the School Bus
Getting On the School Bus

 ■ When waiting for the bus, stay 
away from traffic and avoid 
roughhousing or other behavior 
that can lead to carelessness. Do 
not stray onto streets, alleys or 
private property.

 ■ Line up away from the street 
or road as the school bus 
approaches.

 ■ Wait until the bus has stopped 
and the door opens before step-
ping onto the roadway.

 ■ Use the handrail when stepping 
onto the bus.

Behavior On the Bus
 ■ When on the bus, find a seat and 

sit down. Loud talking or other 
noise can distract the bus driver 
and is not allowed.

 ■ Never put head, arms or hands 
out of the window.

 ■ Keep aisles clear—books or bags 

are tripping hazards and can 
block the way in an emergency.

 ■ Before you reach your stop, get 
ready to leave by getting your 
books and belongings together.

 ■ At your stop, wait for the bus to 
stop completely before getting 
up from your seat, then walk to 
the front door and exit, using 
the handrail.
Getting Off the School Bus

 ■ If you have to cross the street in 
front of the bus, walk at 
least ten feet ahead of the 
bus along the side of the 
road until you can turn 
around and see the driver.

 ■ Make sure that the driver 
can see you.

 ■ Wait for a signal from the 
driver before beginning to 
cross.

 ■ When the driver signals, 

walk across the road keeping 
an eye out for sudden traffic 
changes.

 ■ Do not cross the center line of 
the road until the driver has sig-
naled that it is safe for you to 
begin walking.

 ■ Stay away from the bus’ rear 
wheels at all times.

http://www.nsc.org/news_resources/
Resources/Documents/School_Bus_

Safety_Rules.pdf

http://www.nsc.org/news_resources/Resources/Documents/School_Bus_Safety_Rules.pdf
http://myescambia.com/beready
http://www.insureuonline.org/
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2014 Hurricane Season Update

The following information is 
from the NOAA website:

• • •
In an update to the Atlantic 

Hurricane Season Outlook, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration predicts there is 
a now a 70 percent chance of a 
below-normal season. There is only 
a five percent chance of an above-
normal season.

The main driver of this year’s 
outlook is the anticipated devel-
opment of El Niño this summer. 
El Niño causes stronger wind 
shear, which reduces the number 
and intensity of tropical storms 
and hurricanes. El Niño can also 
strengthen the trade winds and 
increase the atmospheric stability 
across the tropical Atlantic, making 
it more difficult for cloud systems 

coming off of Africa to intensify 
into tropical storms.

The outlook calls for a 50 per-
cent chance of a below-normal 
season, a 40 percent chance of a 
near-normal season, and only a 10 
percent chance of an above-normal 
season. For the six-month hurri-
cane season, which begins June 1, 
NOAA predicts a 70 percent like-
lihood of 8 to 13 named storms 
(winds of 39 mph 
or higher), of 
which 3 to 6 could 
become hurricanes 
(winds of 74 mph 
or higher), includ-
ing 1 to 2 major 
hurricanes (Cat-
egory 3, 4 or 5; 
winds of 111 mph 
or higher).

These numbers are near or 
below the seasonal averages of 12 
named storms, six hurricanes and 
three major hurricanes, based on 
the average from 1981 to 2010. The 
Atlantic hurricane region includes 
the North Atlantic Ocean, Carib-
bean Sea and Gulf of Mexico.

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/sto-
ries2014/20140522_hurricaneoutlook_

atlantic.html

Credit: NOAA

Drug Take Back Scheduled

The Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office announced 
the locations for its “Drug Take Back Event” on 

Sept. 27.
The Sheriff ’s Office is teaming up with Walgreens 

to provide sites all over the county where the pub-
lic voluntarily can surren-
der expired, unwanted or 
unused pharmaceuticals and 
controlled substances.

The one-day event will 
be hosted from 8 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. and will have drug 
drop-off sites at the follow-
ing Walgreens locations:

 ■ 9th Avenue and Langley Avenue.
 ■ Mobile Highway and Fairfield Drive.
 ■ Olive Road and Davis Highway.
 ■ Palafox Street and Brent Lane.
 ■ Mobile Highway and Saufley Field Road.

For more information, contact Sgt. Delarian Wig-
gins at 554-1362.

New Feature Available

If you are a resident of the sub-division 
and own your business you can advertise 

that business in the Floridian Newsletter free 
of charge. This free advertising is also avail-
able for such things as baby sitting, lawn ser-
vice, hobbies, clubs or organizations (includ-
ing school activities), etc. The Newsletter 
is uploaded to the Floridian HOA website 
at the end of each month. The deadline for 
submitting advertisements will be the 20th 
of each month. Send the information about 
your business, club, etc. to Denise Mowery 
(floridianhoa@gmail.com).

The Editor and the Floridian HOA Board 
of Directors reserve the right to refuse any 
advertising that they deem is inappropriate. 
The Floridian Homeowners’ Association will 
not endorse any advertising published in the 
Newsletter.

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2014/20140522_hurricaneoutlook_atlantic.html
mailto:floridianhoa@gmail.com
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2014 Sales Tax Holiday for
New Energy Star and WaterSense Products

September 19 through September 21, 2014

TIP #14A01-06
Date Issued:

08/08/14

Tax Information Publication

Notice to Businesses with Multiple Locations
This publication is being mailed to the main office of your business.  This publication was not mailed to each 
of your locations.  Please be sure to notify all of your individual store locations about this sales tax holiday 
and the specific provisions in this publication.  A list of qualifying items and a copy of this publication are 
available on our website: www.myflorida.com/dor

During this holiday period, Florida law directs that no sales tax or local option tax (also known as discretionary 
sales surtax) will be collected on the first $1,500 of the sales price of a new qualifying Energy Star or 
WaterSense product.  The exemption is limited to a single purchase for each specific type of qualifying 
item having a sales price of $500 or more.  There are no quantity limits on qualifying items with a sales 
price of less than $500.

This holiday begins at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, September 19, 2014, and ends at 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, September 21, 2014.

For a list of qualifying items, 
scan this QR code.

Qualifying Energy Star Products
•	 Air purifier
•	 Ceiling fan
•	 Clothes washer
•	 Dehumidifier
•	 Dishwasher
•	 Freezer
•	 Light bulbs (packages)
•	 Refrigerator
•	 Room air conditioner
•	 Swimming pool pump
•	 Water heater

An Energy Star item must be designated by the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency and 
the United States Department of Energy as meeting 
or exceeding the requirements under the Energy 
Star Program.  An Energy Star label must be affixed 
to the product.

Reference: Section 21, Chapter 2014-38, Laws of Florida

Qualifying WaterSense Products
•	 Bathroom sink faucet
•	 Faucet accessory
•	 High-efficiency toilet or urinal
•	 Showerhead
•	 Weather or sensor-based irrigation controller

A WaterSense item must be recognized as water 
efficient by the WaterSense Program sponsored by 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  
A WaterSense label must be affixed to the product.

This holiday does not apply to the rental or repair of 
any of these items.
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Single Purchase Limitation
Each person is limited to a single purchase of each 
specific type of qualifying item with a sales price of 
$500 or more.  A second purchase of the same type of 
qualifying item with a sales price of $500 or more will be 
subject to tax.  There are no quantity limits on qualifying 
items with a sales price of less than $500.

Example 1: A customer buys several Energy Star 
appliances including a refrigerator for $1,499, a 
freezer for $999, a water heater for $899, a compact 
refrigerator for $199, and four (4) WaterSense 
bathroom sink faucets at $149 each.  The total sales 
price of $4,192 qualifies for the exemption.

Example 2: A customer buys several Energy Star 
appliances including two refrigerators for $1,599 
each, and a compact refrigerator for $199.  The first 
Energy Star refrigerator qualifies for the exemption; 
however, the second refrigerator does not qualify 
for the exemption because the sales price is greater 
than $500 and the customer purchased two of the 
same type of qualifying product.  The compact 
refrigerator, although the same type of product, 
qualifies for the exemption because the sales price is 
less than $500.  The first $1,500 of the sales price of 
the first refrigerator, and the sales price of $199 for 
the compact refrigerator, qualify for the exemption.  
The sales prices of $99 (the amount above $1,500) 
for the first refrigerator and $1,599 for the second 
refrigerator are subject to tax.

Installation Charges
When a qualifying energy-efficient product does not 
become a part of realty and remains tangible personal 
property when installed, any separately itemized charge 
for the installation of the product is a part of the sales 
price of the product and is exempt when the total 
sales price of the qualifying Energy Star or WaterSense 
product is $1,500 or less.

Example 1: A customer buys an Energy Star window 
air conditioner for $350.  The store charges $99 to 
install the window air conditioner at the customer’s 
home.  The purchaser pays $449 for the window air 
conditioner and the installation.  The sales price of 
$449 qualifies for the exemption because the window 
air conditioner will remain tangible personal property 
after installation.

Example 2: A contractor installs a WaterSense 
showerhead for a customer.  The contractor sells the 
showerhead to the customer for $149 and charges 
the customer $75 to install the showerhead.  The 
$149 sales price of the showerhead is exempt.  The 
installation charge of $75 is subject to tax because 
once installed, the showerhead becomes a part of 
realty.

Service Warranties
The taxation of any charges for a service warranty 
contract depends on the taxability of the product being 
sold. If the retail sale of an item is exempt from tax, 
the charge for a service warranty sold with the item is 
exempt.

Example: A customer buys an Energy Star swimming 
pool pump for $499.  The customer also purchases a 
5-year extended protection plan (a service warranty) 
for $149.  The sales price of $648 for the pump and 
the service warranty qualify for the exemption.

Coupons, Discounts, and Rebates
The sales price of an item includes all consideration 
received by the retailer for that item.  The price of an 
item is not limited to the amount paid by a customer. A 
coupon, discount, or rebate offered by the retail seller 
reduces the sales price of an item because it reduces 
the total amount received by the retail seller for the item.

When a retailer is reimbursed for the amount of any 
discount created by a manufacturer’s coupon, discount, 
or rebate, the amount of the reimbursement is included 
in the taxable sales price of the item.

Example 1: A customer buys an Energy Star 
refrigerator for $1,795.  The retailer is offering a 10% 
discount.  After applying the 10% discount, the final 
amount received by the seller for the refrigerator (the 
sales price) is $1,615.50.  The first $1,500 of the sales 
price of the refrigerator is exempt and the remaining 
$115.50 of the sales price is subject to tax.

Example 2: A customer buys an Energy Star freezer 
for $1,549.  The manufacturer is offering a $50 instant 
rebate that is redeemed when the freezer is sold.  
Although the purchaser pays $1,499, the retailer’s 
sales price remains at $1,549 because the retailer will 
receive a total of $1,549 for the item: $1,499 from the 
purchaser and $50 from the manufacturer.  The first 
$1,500 of the sales price of the freezer is exempt and 
the remaining $49 of the sales price is subject to tax.

Example 3: An Energy Star refrigerator sells for 
$2,599.  The store is offering an instant rebate of $75 
for the purchase of the refrigerator.  The customer 
redeems the $75 store rebate and pays the retailer 
$2,524 for the refrigerator.  The retailer’s sales price 
is reduced to $2,524 and the first $1,500 of the sales 
price of the refrigerator qualifies for the exemption.  
The remaining $1,024 of the sales price is subject to 
tax.

Gift Cards
The sale of a gift card is not taxable.  A gift card does 
not reduce the selling price of an item.  Qualifying items 
purchased during the holiday period using a gift card 
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will qualify for the exemption, regardless of when the 
gift card was purchased.  Qualifying items purchased 
with a gift card after the holiday period are taxable, even 
if the gift card was purchased during the holiday period.

Exchanging a Purchase after the Holiday 
Expires
When a customer purchases a qualifying item during 
the holiday period, then later exchanges the item for the 
same item (e.g., different model or different color), no 
tax will be due even if the exchange is made after the 
holiday period.

When a customer purchases a qualifying item during 
the holiday period, then later returns the item and 
receives credit on the purchase of a different item, the 
new item purchased is subject to sales tax.

Mail-Order Sales
Qualifying items purchased by mail order, catalog, 
or through the Internet are exempt when the order is 
accepted by the company during the holiday period for 
immediate shipment, even if delivery is made after the 
holiday period.

Shipping and Handling
When shipping and handling charges are part of the 
sales price of an item, and multiple items are shipped 
on a single invoice or receipt, the shipping and handling 
charge must be fairly assigned to each item on the 
invoice or receipt to determine if an item is exempt 
during the holiday.

Rain Checks
Qualifying items purchased during the holiday period 
using a rain check will qualify for the exemption 
regardless of when the rain check was issued.  
However, issuance of a rain check during the holiday 
period will not qualify an item for the exemption if the 
item is purchased after the holiday period.

Layaway Sales
A layaway sale is a transaction where merchandise 
is set aside for future delivery to a customer who 
makes a deposit, agrees to pay the balance of the 
purchase price over a period of time, and receives the 
merchandise at the end of the payment period.

Qualifying items sold as layaway sales qualify for the 
exemption when the customer:

•	 Takes delivery of the merchandise during the 
holiday period, or

•	 Puts a qualifying item on layaway, even if final 
payment is made after the holiday period.

Recordkeeping
Sales of qualifying items sold during the holiday period 
should be reported as exempt sales on your sales tax 
return.

For Bay County Dealers Only
Panama City and Panama City Beach impose a 
1% merchant’s license fee or tax on retailers.  The 
merchant’s license fee is included in the sales price of 
each item.  If the fee is separately stated, it must be 
assigned to the sales price of each item on the invoice 
to determine if an item is exempt during the holiday.

Example:  A customer purchases an Energy Star 
refrigerator in Panama City for $1,495.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

This document is intended to alert you to the requirements contained in Florida laws and administrative rules.  It does 
not by its own effect create rights or require compliance.

For forms and other information, visit our website at www.myflorida.com/dor or call Taxpayer Services, 8 a.m. to    
7 p.m., ET, Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, at 800-352-3671.

For a detailed written response to your questions, write the Florida Department of Revenue, Taxpayer Services,       
MS 3-2000, 5050 W Tennessee Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0112.

E-Services - To file and pay sales and use tax electronically (e-file and e-pay), visit our website.

Want the latest tax information?
  Subscribe to our tax publications or sign up

for due date reminders at www.myflorida.com/dor/list
  Follow us on Twitter @MyFLDOR_TaxInfo

Price of refrigerator  $1,495.00
1% merchant’s license fee      + $     14.95    
Taxable value of refrigerator       $1,509.95
          

The first $1,500 of the refrigerator is exempt. 
The remaining $9.95 is subject to sales tax and the 

Bay County local option surtax. 



Editor: Denise Mowery
floridianhoa@gmail.com
www.floridianhoa.com

Floridian October 2014
Published by the Floridian Homeowners’ Association, Inc.

Vol. 7, No. 10Newsletter

•	 School Bus Safety
•	 New Homeowners’ 

Association Board of 
Directors Member

•	 Vehicles Break-ins
•	 Neighborhood Watch
•	 Distracted Driving; Don’t 

Be a Statistic
•	 Family Fire Safety: Tips
•	 Customer Mail 

Receptacles
•	 New Feature Available

Inside This Issue

Board of Directors
President

Irene Horton
(aquietwind_irene@cox.
net)

Vice-President
Jocelyn Peters
(Jpp54@cox.net)

Secretary/Treasurer
Tedra “Teddi” Knie
(tedraknie@gmail.com)

Member at Large
Annette Omietanski
(Annette_omietanski@
yahoo.com)

On-line Dues Payment:
Website: www.centregroup-
properties.com/
Meetings:
Neighborhood Watch

January 8, 2015
HOA Board of Directors

October 21, 6:00 p.m.

School Bus Safety

School for 40,000 Escambia County 
students is in session. With the start 

of the new school year comes a dramatic 
increase in traffic during the morn-
ing and afternoon commutes. Parents 
driving their children to school will 
add traffic pressure to the routes in and 
out of school zones and an additional 
320 yellow school buses will take to the 
road all around the county all through-
out the rush hour period. Motorists are 
advised to take a little extra time to get 
to work or school and be patient with 
delays. Most importantly, expect the 
unexpected.

Watch the Road Ahead
Half of all motorist-at-fault traf-

fic accidents involving school buses 
in Escambia County during the 2011-
12 school year were caused by motor-
ists who rear-ended a stopped school 
bus at a railroad crossing, traffic sig-
nal, or school bus stop. “Inattention to 
driving is the only reasonable explana-
tion,” according to Rob Doss, Escam-
bia County School District Director of 
Transportation. He advises that with 
school in session, now is an excellent 
time to put the cell phone away and 
watch the road ahead.

The Yellow School Bus:
A Smarter Option

The American School Bus Coun-
cil reports that the iconic yellow school 
bus keeps an estimated 17.3 million cars 
off the roads surrounding schools each 
morning every year. Every school bus 
equates to 36 cars for a national savings 
of 2.3 billion gallons of fuel and 44.6 bil-
lion pounds of harmful carbon diox-
ide emissions. Escambia County school 
buses keep some 5,000 cars off the road 
during the busiest times of the day.

The Yellow School Bus:
A Safer Option

The American School Bus Coun-
cil says that students are more than 20 
times safer traveling to and from school 
on board a yellow school bus than they 
are in a passenger car. School buses are 
designed to meet or surpass crush stan-
dards, they are thoroughly adorned with 
flashing lights and reflective tape, they 
have reinforced sides, and are painted in 
a distinctive bright yellow color. School 
bus operators are trained in student 
management, they participate in pre-
employment and random drug/alcohol 
testing, their driving records are fre-
quently checked, they are trained in the 
proper loading and unloading of stu-
dents, and they are training in secu-
rity and emergency procedures. Escam-
bia County School buses are equipped 
with GPS devices that monitor location, 
activity, and speed and with digital cam-
eras that store recordings of on-board 
activity for weeks.

Student Pedestrian Safety
 » Students who ride school buses 

should arrive at the bus stop 5-10 min-
utes early so they are not late and thus 
tempted to chase after the bus. Every 
year, a student somewhere in this coun-
try is killed or injured while chasing 
after a school bus.

 » Students at the bus stop should 
stand at least 10 feet from the edge of 
the road.

 » Students should wait until the 
bus comes to a complete stop and the 
bus operator opens the door before 
approaching the bus to board.

 » Students should never walk behind 
the school bus. They should wait for 
the bus operator’s signal then cross the 
street in front of the bus.
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 » Students who drop objects 
beside the school bus should 
inform the bus operator before 
attempting to retrieve them. If they 
do not alert the bus operator, he or 
she might not be able to see the stu-
dent as the bus pulls away.

Reminders for Motorists
 » It is illegal to pass a school bus 

stopped to load or unload students.
 » Remember that children can 

be unpredictable at times. Watch 

out for stu-
dents who 
might dart 
into traffic, 
unaware of 
oncoming 
traffic.

 » Slow 
down any-
where stu-
dents are 
walking 
or stand-

ing. Watch for students who might 
be walking in the street, espe-
cially in places where there are no 
sidewalks.

 » Watch for school buses mak-
ing stops at railroad crossings and 
dropping and picking up students 
at bus stops.

http://ecsd-fl.schoolloop.com/cms/
block_view?d=x&piid=140920654851

4&block_id=1386166350678

Vehicle Break-ins

Sometime in mid-September, 
there was at least one vehicle 

break-in in the neighborhood. The 
owner also reported to the Flo-
ridian Homeowners’ Association 
Board of Directors that when they 
returned home one evening they 
noticed smudge marks of a face 
and handprints on a back window. 
Apparently, someone was checking 
out the house. Unfortunately, the 
owner of the vehicle may not have 
locked the vehicle. The owner also 
did not call the Sheriff ’s office when 
the burglary was discovered.

Mr. David Craig from the 
Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office 
Community Oriented Policing 
(COP) Unit spoke at the first meet-
ing of the Floridian Neighborhood 
Watch last year. He stated that the 
number one problem encountered 
is that people don’t call when they 

are aware that a crime is/has taken 
place.

On September 25, 2014, the Pen-
sacola News Journal ran an article 
about two teens that were arrested 
in connection with a string of vehi-
cle burglaries in West Pensacola. 
The burglaries occurred on Canter-
bury Woods subdivision off West 
Fairfield Drive. All of the vehicles 
burglarized appeared to have been 
unlocked.

According to the Escambia 
County Sheriff ’s Office most vehi-
cle break-ins occur because the 
vehicles are not locked. To help 
deter these break-ins from occur-
ring, lock the doors. Remove all 
valuable items from the vehicles; 
i.e., electronics, wallets, purses, 
loose change, etc.

A lot of these vehicle burglar-
ies are crimes of opportunity. One 

or two, sometimes more, young 
people wander neighborhoods 
checking vehicles that might be 
unlocked. Sometimes these young 
people may even reside in the 
neighborhoods that they burglar-
ize. They are looking for anything 
of value that can be easily removed 
and sold for quick cash. The cash 
is then used to buy drugs or other 
illegal items, or just for extra cash.

Past issues of this newsletter 
information regarding the Neigh-
borhood Watch and what to do 
when there is a problem.

Contact Escambia 
County Sheriff’s 

Dispatch
to report any

suspicious activity
at: 436-9620

New Homeowners’ 
Association Board of 

Directors Member
Effective immediately, Tedra 
“Teddi” Knie will be the Sec-
retary/Treasurer of the Board. 
Annette Omietanski will be a 
Member at Large. Teddi’s e-mail 
address is: tedraknie@gmail.com.

Board of Directors’ 
Meeting

 October 28 at 6:00 p.m.

Lutheran Church
6305 North Blue Angel 

Pkwy

http://ecsd-fl.schoolloop.com/cms/block_view?d=x&piid=1409206548514&block_id=1386166350678
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Neighborhood Watch

The Floridian Neighborhood Watch Group will only be meeting once a quar-
ter. The next meeting will be on January 8, 2015 at 6:00 p.m., at the Lutheran 

Church on Blue Angel Parkway.
The change in frequency of the meetings is due to the lack of participation in 

the watch group. Normally, only individuals representing four residences were in 
attendance at the monthly meetings. If you have a problem with criminal activity 
around your home, call the Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office to make a report.

For further information about the Neighborhood Watch go to the website at: 
http://www.floridianhoa.com/watch.html.

Distracted Driving; Don’t Be a Statistic
Renee Proefke

Distracted driving contributes 
to up to 8,000 crashes every 

day.
When we’re driving, distractions 

are a constant temptation with 
potentially deadly consequences. 
They stop us from devoting our full 
attention to the most important 
thing that we’re doing while going 
from Point A to Point B-getting 
there]

Are you guilty of any of these 
driver distractions?

 ■ Cell Phones—When you’re talk-
ing on the phone, your mind is 
engaged in that conversation. It’s 
estimated that using a cell phone 
while driving (handheld or 
hands-free) raises your chance 
of crashing by four times.

 ■ Text Messaging—Texting while 
driving has become a seri-
ous problem. It is considered a 

“triple threat” because it takes 
your eyes and mind off the road 
and your hands off the wheel.

 ■ Outside Distractions—Whether 
it’s someone walking their dog, 
a human billboard pointing the 
way to a store, or a crash along 
the roadside, most of us can’t 
resist the u·rge to take a peek, 
even when we should be concen-
trating on the road.

 ■ Reaching for Things in the 
Car—Why is it that we think 
it’s okay to reach in the backseat 
and grab those directions or pick 
up something that went flying 
when we took that last turn? By 
doing so, your hands are off the 
wheel and your line of sight is 
compromised. Take a second to 
pull over to grab what you need.

 ■ Eating and Drinking—We take 
it for granted that we can eat and 

drink behind the wheel without 
it affecting our driving. How-
ever, food gets messy, drinks 
can spill-this is no recipe for 
safe driving. If you are in a rush, 
grab a quick bite from the drive-
thru and eat it in the parking lot 
before getting on the road.

 ■ Distracting Discussions—Ever 
gotten into a heated debate while 
driving? What about interven-
ing as your kids in the backseat 
start arguing? Interaction with 
passengers is another deadly 
distraction.
Driving requires your full atten-

tion, so stay focused and your mind 
on the road. And remember that 
even if you’re focused, with your 
attentionon the road, the driver in 
the vehicle beside you may not be, 
so you always have to be aware of 
others around you.

Family Fire Safety: Tips

In only a matter of minutes, a 
small house fire can rage out of 

control.
Heat temperatures from the 

building fire can reach up to 
1,500°F. The flames emit carbon 
monoxide gas, which is odorless, 

colorless and tasteless—and can 
cause immediate unconsciousness, 
followed by death.

Every family should have and 
practice a home escape plan to fol-
low in the event of a fire. The plan 
should include drawing a diagram 

of your home, marking the loca-
tions of windows and doors; plan-
ning two escape routes out of every 
room of your home; setting up a 
meeting place outside of the home 
for everyone to go following an 
escape; and practicing the escape 
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New Feature Available

If you are a resident of the sub-
division and own your business 

you can advertise that business 
in the Floridian Newsletter free 
of charge. This free advertising is 
also available for such things as 
baby sitting, lawn service, hobbies, 
clubs or organizations (including 
school activities), etc. The News-
letter is uploaded to the Floridian 
HOA website at the end of each 
month. The deadline for submit-
ting advertisements will be the 20th 
of each month. Send the informa-
tion about your business, club, etc. 
to Denise Mowery (floridianhoa@
gmail.com).

The Editor and the Floridian 
HOA Board of Directors reserve 
the right to refuse any advertising 
that they deem is inappropriate. 
The Floridian Homeowners’ Asso-
ciation will not endorse any adver-
tising published in the Newsletter.

Customer Mail Receptacles
Summary

D041 describes the stan-
dards for letterboxes or 

other receptacles for the deposit 
or receipt of mail. It also con-
tains the standards for curbside 
mailboxes.…

1.3 Use for Mail
Except under 2.11, the recep-

tacles described in 1.1 may be 
used only for matter bearing 
postage. Other than as permit-
ted by 2.10 or 2.11, no part of 
a mail receptacle may be used 
to deliver any matter not bear-
ing postage, including items or 
matter placed upon, supported 
by, attached to, hung from, or 
inserted into a mail receptacle. 
Any mailable matter not bearing 
postage and found as described 
above is subject to the same 
postage as would be paid if it 
were carried by mail.

1.4 Clear Approach
Customers must keep the 

approach to their mailboxes 

clear of obstructions to allow 
safe access for delivery. If 
USPS employees are impeded 
in reaching a mail receptacle, 
the postmaster may withdraw 
delivery service.…

2.7 Location
Subject to state laws and 

regulations, a curbside mail-
box must be placed to allow 
safe and convenient delivery by 
carriers without leaving their 
vehicles. The box must be on 
the right-hand side of the road 
in the direction of travel of the 
carriers on any new rural route 
or highway contract route, in 
all cases where traffic condi-
tions are dangerous for the car-
riers to drive to the left to reach 
the box, or where their doing 
so would violate traffic laws and 
regulations.…

DMM Issue 58 Updated 
12-9-04
http://pe.usps.gov/text/dmm/d041.

htm

plan once a month. Every member 
of the family and frequent visitors 
to the home should know and prac-
tice the escape route. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) stresses that even children 
as young as 3 years old can under-
stand an escape plan.

Safety Tips
 ■ Complete a home fire safety 

checklist and identify fire risks 
in your home.

 ■ Test smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors monthly 
and change the batteries at least 
once a year.

 ■ Place smoke alarms on each 
floor of your home and in each 
bedroom.

 ■ Make sure that everyone in the 
home can hear the smoke alarm 
from their bedrooms.

 ■ Make a family fire escape plan 
and practice it once a month.

 ■ Make sure that everyone in the 
house understands the family 
fire escape plan.

 ■ Place fire extinguishers through-
out your home and make sure 
everyone in the house knows 
how to use them.

 ■ Never leave 
food unat-
tended on 
the stove, 
keep all 
matches and 
lighters out 

of the reach of children, and 
don’t place portable heaters near 
flammable materials.

Community Linkages
 ■ Know the number for the local 

fire department.
 ■ Attend events offer ed by the 

local fire department.
 ■ Learn how to use a fire extin-

guisher through your local fire 
department.

mailto:floridianhoa@gmail.com
http://pe.usps.gov/text/dmm/d041.htm
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Seven Steps to Lower Heating Bills

[Editor—Although this article deals 
with commercial buildings, the steps 
listed can be applied to homes.]

Space heating accounts for 35 percent 
of the total energy used in commercial 
buildings, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy. If you’re concerned 
about winter heating bills, take a step 
back and consider these simple, low-
cost measures that can improve heating 
system performance, save money, and 
increase building comfort.

1. Get a tune up. Before the start 
of the heating season, have your 
system cleaned and inspected by 
a qualified professional to make 
sure all parts are operating prop-
erly. No matter what type of heat-
ing system you use—furnace, 
boiler, or heat pump—a checkup 
will ensure more efficient oper-
ation and reduce maintenance 
costs.

2. Change filters. Check all air fil-
ters and replace them regularly 
throughout the heating season. 
Dirty or clogged filters reduce 
air flow, increasing the energy 
required for heating.  

3. Clear vents. Make sure air vents 
are free of obstructions, such as 
furniture and office equipment, 
to ensure that warm, conditioned 
air flows freely. 

4. Weatherize. Inspect doors and 
windows for worn or damaged 
caulk and weather stripping; 

repair or replace when necessary.
5. Seal duct leaks. Examine acces-

sible heating ductwork for leaks 
and seal with mastic tape. Leaky 
ducts allow up to 30 percent of 
the air 
moving 
through 
them to 
escape, 
wasting 
energy. Manual sealing can be 
time consuming and labor inten-
sive. Advanced aerosol-based 
technology can seal your entire 
duct system, saving energy and 
improving occupant comfort.

6. Take control. Install programma-
ble thermostats to save energy by 
automatically adjusting building 
temperatures based on your oper-
ating schedule. You can save up 
to 3 percent on heating costs for 
every degree decrease in temper-
ature over a 24-hour period.

7. Check building insulation. Hire 
a qualified contractor to ensure 
that your insulation levels meet 
or exceed those recommended 
in ASHRAE 90.1 Energy Stan-
dard for Buildings Except Low-
Rise Residential Buildings. Poor 
insulation reduces heating sys-
tem performance and building 
comfort.

Ready to take energy savings to 
another level? If your heating system is 

Key Points
 ■ Simple, low-cost measures can improve heating system performance and 

reduce winter energy bills.
 ■ Start with a heating system inspection and continue with regular maintenance 

and duct sealing.
 ■ Weatherize the building envelope and check for proper insulation levels. 
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Contact Escambia County Sheriff’s 
Dispatch

to report any suspicious activity
at: 436-9620

Neighborhood Watch Group Meeting
Special Guest

Sheriff David Morgan
November 13 at 7:00 p.m.

Lutheran Church
6305 North Blue Angel Parkway

Discussion Topics
•	Auto break-ins
•	Auto thefts
•	Home burglaries
•	Other topics

Board of Directors’ Meeting
 November 25 at 6:00 p.m.

Lutheran Church
6305 North Blue Angel Parkway

15 years old or older, or in need of repair, consider replac-
ing it with a new ENERGY STAR certified unit. ENERGY 
STAR qualified commercial HVAC equipment uses up to 
10 percent less energy than standard units.

For many facilities, geothermal heat pumps can pro-
vide highly efficient, year-round comfort. Geothermal 
systems use the constant temperature of the ground to 
provide heating and cooling. Since they move heat rather 
than create it, geothermal heat pumps can provide heating 
efficiency of 300 percent or more.

—This article previously appeared in the Gulf Power Cur-
rent Connection—Business Editionnewsletter, and is used with 

permission

Neighborhood Crime

There have been more reports of crime in the neighborhood in the past several weeks. In the past there 
have been auto break ins and a few auto thefts. Make sure that your autos are locked when parked on 

the driveways. Remove all valuable items, such as: wallets, iPods, GPS equipment, cell phones, etc. Take 
appropriate measures to protect your property, including your house.

A special meeting of the Neighborhood Watch Group will be held Thursday, November 13, at 7:00 p.m. 
The meeting will be held at the Lutheran Church on Blue Angel Parkway (just south of the sub-division). 
Sheriff David Morgan will be the guest speaker.

This will be your opportunity to ask Sheriff Morgan questions regarding the increase in crime in the 
neighborhood, to find out what homeowners can do to curb the crime, and any other questions that you 
want answered.

Make plans now to attend the meeting.
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Indoor Water Conservation Tips

You can reduce your water 
consumption by 20-40 per-

cent without purchasing expensive 
equipment. Reducing water use can 
mean substantial savings on water, 
sewage and energy bills. The fol-
lowing suggestions will help you 
get in the habit of saving water:

Kitchen
 ■ Avoid the garbage disposal. It 

uses a lot of unnecessary water 
and can lead to problems with 
septic systems. Start a compost 
pile instead!

 ■ Run automatic dishwashers only 
with a full load.

 ■ When washing dishes in the 

sink, use one side of the sink or 
a large bowl for rinsing, rather 
than running water.

 ■ Keep a container of water in the 
refrigerator for cold drinks. If 
you have to run your tap while 
waiting for cold water, collect 
running water in pitcher for 
later use.

Bathroom
 ■ Conventional toilets use about 

five to seven gallons of water per 
flush. Water used for each flush 
can be reduced by placing two 
half-gallon plastic bottles filled 
with water in the tank.

 ■ Install a low-flow aerator on 

your shower head and sink. 
These devises can be purchased 
at a hardware store and are easy 
to install. They reduce flow to 
approximately three gallons per 
minute instead of the usual five 
to 10 in a shower.

 ■ Turn off tap water while brush-
ing your teeth or shaving.

 ■ Take shorter showers. During 
droughts, turn off water while 
soaping up.
Remember, when you use 

less water, you are also using less 
energy, leading to even greater 
savings.

November 15: Sewer Averaging Begins
ECUA residential wastewater customers, annual sewer charges are based on the average number of gallons 
of water used in your household during the period known as “sewer averaging.” Sewer averaging is usually 
conducted during the winter months when residential water consumption is at its lowest.
The ECUA’s sewer averaging period will begin with each residential customer’s first meter reading on or 
after November 15. The length of your sewer averaging period is 90 days.

Fats, Oils, and Grease

Disposing of household grease 
correctly is essential to ensure 

that your home’s plumbing and 
ECUA sewer lines don’t get “all 
choked up.” Pouring cooking grease 
down the drain is not recom-
mended because as grease cools, 
it hardens, leading to “chokes” in 
your plumbing or sewer line. Even 
though we live in a warm cli-
mate, many fats harden at room 
temperature.

The aim of ECUA’s Grease Dis-
posal Program is to help our cus-
tomers capture and dispose of their 
cooking grease in an environmen-
tally safe and effective way. Please 
return the used oil to the container 
it came in (if possible), or pick up 
a grease container that you can 

use to store and dispose of 
household cooking grease 
(see locations below). Return 
your filled container to any 
of the designated locations, 
and exchange it for an empty 
container, ready to repeat the 
process. It’s that simple!

Thanks for helping us 
keep sewer lines and your 
home’s plumbing clear and 
unclogged.  For more infor-
mation, please call ECUA 
Customer Service at (850) 
476-5110.

Make use of this service 
when preparing meals for the 
upcoming holidays!

Oil Disposal Station
ECUA Sanitation Department

3050 Godwin Lane
(At east end of employee parking)
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6 Myths about Fuel Economy

1 You have to drive a small car 
to get good fuel economy. 

Advanced technologies are allow-
ing standard-sized vehicles to be 
very fuel efficient. For the 2011 
model year, six of the top 10 most 
efficient vehicles were midsized 
cars.

2 It takes more fuel to start a 
vehicle than it does to let it 

idle. Idling can use a quarter to a 
half gallon of fuel per hour. Turn 
off your engine when your vehicle 
is sitting still for any time longer 
than a traffic light.

3 Vehicles need to warm up 
before they can be driven. 

Modern vehicles can be driven 
within seconds of being started, 
though the engine should not be 
subjected to extreme conditions 
until it has fully warmed up.

4 As a vehicle ages, its fuel 
economy decreases signifi-

cantly. A vehicle that is properly 
maintained will retain its efficiency 
for many years.

5 Replacing your air filter will 
help your car run more effi-

ciently. Modern fuel-injected 

engines automatically adjust their 
fuel-to-air ratio. Changing a filter 
won’t increase fuel economy, but 
might improve performance.

6 Using premium fuel improves 
fuel economy. Unless your 

vehicle was specifically designed for 
premium fuel or knocks severely 
with regular fuel, you will likely 
experience no benefit from using 
premium over regular.

Source: www.fueleconomy.gov
AAA Going Places,

September/October 2011

The Great American Smokeout

The Great American Smoke-
out is an annual event on the 

third Thursday of November by the 
American Cancer Society. The 
event encourages Americans, of 
whom 43.8 million smoke as 
of June 2013, to stop tobacco 
smoking. The event challenges 
people to stop smoking ciga-
rettes for 24 hours, hoping their 
decision not to smoke will last 
forever.

The first Great American 
Smokeout was held in San Fran-
cisco’s Union Square on November 
16, 1977. The event evolved from 
a series of smaller-scale initiatives. 

In 1970, in Randolph, Massachu-
setts, Arthur P. Mullaney sug-
gested people give up cigarettes 

for a day and donate the money 
to a local high school. In 1974, a 
“Don’t Smoke Day” (or “D-Day”) 
was promoted by Lynn R. Smith of 
the Monticello Times in Monticello, 

Minnesota. On November 18, 
1976, the California Division of the 
American Cancer Society success-

fully prompted nearly one million 
smokers to quit for the day. That 

California event marked the 
first Smokeout.

The name has resulted in 
some confusion due to collo-
quial usage of the term smoke-
out, which, (among other 
things), suggests an activity 

centered around a large amount of 
solo or group smoking.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Great_American_Smokeout

November 20, 2014

November 27

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_American_Smokeout
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Special Neighborhood Watch Meeting

On November 13, a special meet-
ing of the Floridian Neighborhood 

Watch Group meeting was held at the 
Lutheran Church on Blue Angel Park-
way. Escambia County Sheriff David 
Morgan was the guest speaker. Other 
speakers were David Craig from the 
Escambia County Sheriff ’s Office Com-
munity Oriented Policing (COP) Unit, 
Investigator Robert Green, and Investi-
gator Wayne Wright. There were 18 con-
cerned residents of the neighborhood in 
attendance.

Irene Horton, President of the Flo-
ridian Homeowners Association, wel-
comed everyone to the meeting She 
mentioned that prior to the meeting 
several residents walked the neighbor-
hood hand delivering fliers advertis-
ing the meeting. At the same time they 
were able to obtain e-mail addresses 
from numerous residents to aid in noti-
fication when criminal activities occur. 
After her introduction Ed Clark, Pres-
ident of the Floridian Neighborhood 
Watch Group, thanked everyone for 
attending. He invited those present to 
future meetings. He also mentioned that 
not many people attend those monthly 
meetings. Ed then introduced Sheriff 
Morgan.

Sheriff Morgan spoke on various top-
ics. A brief highlight follows:

•	Networking—All residents need 
to keep informed regarding what 
is happening in the neighbor-
hood. One way to do that is to net-
work. Having a means of contact-
ing residents is essential to doing 
this. When the fliers for the special 
meeting were handed out e-mails 
were requested to facilitate this 
notification system.

•	Crime maps for Escambia County 
are updated daily. The map display 
can be narrowed down to specific 
neighborhoods.

•	Notify your neighbors if you are 
going to be out of town. They can 
keep an eye on your house. The 
Sheriff ’s Office can also be notified 
and a Watch Order can be placed 
on your home while you are gone. 
This will result in a Deputy Sher-
iff patrolling the area at least once 
during their shift. Notify them 
what vehicles will be parked on the 
driveway, who if anyone will be 
coming to your house to check on 
pets, the house, or to pick up the 
mail.

•	The group of young people who 

Left to right: Investigator Green, David Craig, Sheriff David Morgan,
Irene Horton, and Ed Clark (Not pictured: Investigator Wayne Wright)
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Floridian Neighborhood 
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December 11 at 6:00 p.m.

Board of Directors’ Meeting
 December 23 at 6:00 p.m.

Lutheran Church
6305 North Blue Angel Parkway

have been burglarizing vehi-
cles is known as the Get 
Money Team (GMT). These 
groups consist of mostly boys 
ranging in age from 13-19 
years old. There are about 60 
members of this gang. Their 
mode of operation is to swarm 
a neighborhood in teams of 
6-10 people. Then they break 
up into smaller groups of usu-
ally two people and start walk-
ing the neighborhood check-
ing out the vehicles parked 
in driveways or on the street. 
They are looking for unlocked 
vehicles. When one is found 
they will check it out for such 
things as cell phones, wal-
lets, money, other electronic 
devices, etc. So far 27 arrests 
have been made.

•	Crime statistics—1995 had 
the highest crime rate in the 
country. The lowest crime rate 
was during the Great Depres-
sion. The Interstate 10 corri-
dor is a high crime area, espe-
cially in Escambia County. 
One of the reasons is the fact 
that the area immediately 
north and south of the inter-
state is highly populated area. 
In Santa Rosa cities are further 
distance away from the inter-
state. The city of Pensacola 
has the highest crime rate in 
Escambia County. There were 
303,000 service calls in Escam-
bia County in 2013.

•	The average number of depu-
ties in Florida is 1.7 officers 
per 1000 residents. In Escam-
bia County that average is 1.3 
officers per 1000 residents. 
In the city of Pensacola that 
average is 3 officers per 1000 
residents.

•	Residents can stop crime. 

Report suspicious 
activity. Most vehi-
cle burglaries are 
never reported. 
Ninety-five percent 
of the vehicles that 
are burglarized are 
not locked. Some-
thing as simple as 
locking your vehicle 
will stop this type of 
crime.

David Craig, from the 
Escambia County Sheriff ’s 
Office Community Oriented 
Policing (COP) Unit, spoke 
next. Some of the topics he 
covered were:

•	He stated that there 
are 128 Neighborhood 
Watch Groups in Escam-
bia County.

•	Call Dispatch at 436-
9620 to report any suspicious 
activity.

•	Ninety percent of vehicle 
crimes are witnessed. Only ten 
percent are reported.

•	 If you have a valid complaint 
against a Deputy Sheriff report 
that complaint to the Sher-
iff ’s Office. When there are five 
valid complaints that deputy 
will be placed under remedia-
tion training.

•	Watch Orders can be placed 
on your house when you are 
on vacation for up to one 
month, which can be renewed 
at the end of that month.

•	Drug houses—If you notice 
numerous vehicles coming and 
going at a house, and the vehi-
cle is only there for short visits, 
this could indicate drug activ-
ity is present. Strange behavior 
by the residents of the house is 
also an indication.

•	One of the residents asked 

about walking at night. Mr. 
Craig emphatically stated not 
to walk at night, especially 
alone and especially if you are 
a female. Also, do not open 
the door to anyone you do 
not know. (Remember, there 
is a “No Solicitation” sign 
posted at the entrance to the 
sub-division.)

•	Situational Awareness—Be 
aware of your surroundings 
when you are away from your 
home. Be aware of who is 
around you and what is hap-
pening around you.

The next speaker was Investiga-
tor Robert Green. Some of the top-
ics covered were:

•	Crime statistics in the Florid-
ian and Springfield sub-divi-
sions—In just the last several 
months there have been 22 
vehicle burglaries. None of the 
vehicles were locked.

•	There have been 87 firearms 
stolen in Escambia County 

Floridian Sub-division
Now on Facebook

https://www.face-
book.com/groups/
FloridianPensacola/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/FloridianPensacola/
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Holiday Shopping Tips

The FBI reminds holiday shop-
pers to beware of cyber crimi-

nals who are out to steal money 
and personal information. Scam-
mers use many techniques to 
defraud consumers, from phishing 

e-mails offering too good to be 
true deals on brand-name mer-
chandise to offering quick cash to 
victims who will re-ship packages 
to additional destinations. Previ-
ously reported scams are still being 

executed today.
While monitoring credit reports 

on an annual basis and reviewing 
account statements each month 
is always a good idea, consumers 
should keep a particularly watchful 

New Feature Available

If you are a resident of the sub-division and own 
your business you can advertise that business in 

the Floridian Newsletter free of charge. This adver-
tising is also available for such things as baby sit-
ting, lawn service, hobbies, clubs or organizations 
(including school activities), etc. The Newsletter is 
uploaded to the Floridian HOA website at the end 
of each month. The deadline for submitting adver-
tisements is the 20th of each month. Send the infor-
mation about your business, club, etc. to Denise 
Mowery (floridianhoa@gmail.com).

The Editor and the Floridian HOA Board of 
Directors reserve the right to refuse any advertis-
ing that they deem is inappropriate. The Floridian 
Homeowners’ Association does not endorse any 
advertising published in the Newsletter or on the 
website.

since the beginning of the year.
•	Neighborhoods that have 

dead-end streets are prime 
crime areas.

•	On November 11 at 11:00 
p.m., during a patrol of the 
sub-division there were 
three garage doors left open 
on Cocoa Drive and Tampa 
Drive.

•	With the upcoming holi-
day shopping season such 
items as televisions, comput-
ers, and stereo systems will 
be purchased. These boxes 
are usually placed at the curb 
along with the garbage cans. 
Potential criminals can drive 
through the neighborhood and 
scout out houses to burglarize. 

Break up the boxes and place 
them inside the garbage cans.

•	There are 17 gangs in Escam-
bia County.

The last speaker was Investigator 
Wayne Wright. Some of the topics 
covered were:

•	Causes of crime—Members of 
the Get Money Team (GMT) 
usually come from one-par-
ent households. More often 
than not the parent(s) have 
given up on their child. The 
gang members become fam-
ily to them instead of their 
own family. Parents are not 
involved in what their children 
are doing.

•	Since June 1, there has been 
one vehicle theft and one 

vehicle burglary on Cocoa 
Drive.

If you didn’t attend this special 
meeting, you missed out on some 
very good information. Report 
suspicious activity when you see 
it. Lock your vehicle doors and 
remove high value items. Don’t be 
a victim when you are the one who 
can prevent it. The majority of the 
crime that has been happening in 
the sub-division relates to unlocked 
vehicles. This is a crime of oppor-
tunity! Don’t make it easy for the 
criminal.

The next Neighborhood Watch 
Group meeting will be held on 
December 11, at 6:00 p.m. Make 
plans now to attend.
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eye on their personal credit infor-
mation at this time of year. Scru-
tinizing credit card bills for any 
fraudulent activity can help to min-
imize victims’ losses. Unrecogniz-
able charges listed on a credit card 
statement are often the first time 
consumers realize their personally 
identifiable information has been 
stolen.

Bank transactions and corre-
spondence from financial insti-
tutions should also be closely 
reviewed. Bank accounts can often 
serve as a target for criminals to 
initiate account takeovers or com-
mit identity theft by creating new 
accounts in the victims’ name. 
Consumers should never click on 
a link embedded in an e-mail from 
their bank, but rather open a new 
webpage and manually enter the 
URL (web address), because phish-
ing scams often start with phony 
e-mails that feature the bank’s 
name and logo.

When shopping online, make 
sure to use reputable sites. Often 
consumers are shown specials on 
the web, or even in e-mail offers, 
that look too good to be true. These 
sites are used to capture personally 
identifiable information, including 
credit card numbers, addresses and 
phone numbers to make fraudu-
lent transactions. It’s best to shop 
on sites with which you are familiar 
and that have an established repu-
tation as trusted online retailers, 
according to the MRC, a nonprofit 
that supports and promotes oper-
ational excellence for fraud, pay-
ments and risk professionals within 
eCommerce.

If you look for an item or com-
pany name through a search engine 
site, scrutinize the results listed 
before going to a website. Do not 
automatically click on the first 

result, even if it looks identical or 
similar to the desired result. Many 
fraudsters go to extreme lengths 
to have their own website appear 
ahead of a legitimate company on 
popular search engines. Their web-
site may be a mirrored version of a 
popular website, but with a slightly 
different URL.

Purchases made on these sites 
could result in one or more of the 
following consequences: never 
receiving the item, having your 
credit card details stolen, or down-
loading malware/computer virus to 
your computer. Before clicking on 
a result in a search engine, inspect 
the URL of the destination web-
site. Look for any misspellings or 
extra characters such as a period 
or comma as these are indicative 
of fraud. When taken to the pay-
ment page of a website, again ver-
ify the URL and ensure it is secure 
by starting with “HTTPS,” not just 
“HTTP.”

Here are some additional tips 
you can use to avoid becoming a 
victim of cyber fraud:

 ■ Do not respond to unsolicited 
(spam) e-mail.

 ■ Do not click on links con-
tained within an unsolicited 
e-mail.

 ■ Be cautious of e-mail claim-
ing to contain pictures in 
attached files; the files may 
contain viruses. Only open 
attachments from known 
senders. Scan the attachments 
for viruses if possible.

 ■ Avoid filling out forms con-
tained in e-mail messages that 
ask for personal information.

 ■ Always compare the link in 
the e-mail to the link you are 
actually directed to and deter-
mine if they match and will 
lead you to a legitimate site.

 ■ Log on directly to the official 
website for the business iden-
tified in the e-mail instead of 
“linking” to it from an unso-
licited e-mail. If the e-mail 
appears to be from your bank, 
credit card issuer, or other 
company you deal with fre-
quently, your statements or 
official correspondence from 
the business will provide the 
proper contact information.

 ■ Contact the actual busi-
ness that supposedly sent 
the e-mail to verify that the 
e-mail is genuine.

 ■ If you are requested to act 
quickly or there is an emer-
gency that requires your 
attention, it may be a scam. 
Fraudsters create a sense of 
urgency to get you to act 
quickly.

 ■ Remember if it looks too 
good to be true, it probably is.

Finally, check these additional 
sources to become even more 
informed on safe online shopping. 
Previous Holiday Shopping Tips 
public service announcements can 
be viewed on IC3.gov at the follow-
ing links:
http://www.ic3.gov/
media/2012/121120.aspx,
http://www.ic3.gov/
media/2011/111121.aspx,
and http://www.ic3.gov/
media/2010/101118.aspx.

US-CERT posted a Holiday Sea-
son Phishing Scams and Malware 
Campaigns release on November 
19, 2013, reminding consumers to 
stay aware of seasonal scams. The 
entire alert can be viewed at https://
www.us-cert.gov/ncas/current-
activity/2013/11/19/Holiday-Sea-
son-Phishing-Scams-and-Malware-
Campaigns.
http://www.fbi.gov/scams-safety/e-scams

https://www.us-cert.gov/ncas/current-activity/2013/11/19/Holiday-Season-Phishing-Scams-and-Malware-Campaigns
http://www.ic3.gov/media/2010/101118.aspx
http://www.ic3.gov/media/2011/111121.aspx
http://www.ic3.gov/media/2012/121120.aspx
http://www.IC3.gov
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